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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript shows that customized, domain-aware data pre-processing is essential for building highly accurate, stable, and reliable predictive models, and it can be more important than the choice of the model itself. The proposed pipeline serves as a transferable framework that can improve time-series analysis and predictive performance across various scientific and research domains.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is simple, clear, and suitable for the article.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is good and covers all important points. It clearly explains the aim, method, and results.

Small suggestions:

· Mention that the study is based on data from India.

· Add one line about its usefulness in real-life health planning.

· Use simpler words where possible.

No need to delete any part.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The methodology, data pre-processing, and evaluation are appropriate, and the conclusions are strongly supported by the results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the current references are sufficient and cover key foundational and recent work relevant to study.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, there are no major grammatical errors that impede understanding.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript is well-written and makes a valuable contribution to the field of epidemiological modeling.

· A visual summary of the data processing steps would help readers better understand the proposed framework.

· The discussion could be strengthened by briefly addressing how the methods could be applied to other public health data beyond COVID-19.
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