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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study highlights the often under-emphasized but critical role of data pre-processing in predictive modelling, particularly in epidemiological time-series analysis. By demonstrating that tailored data handling can outperform gains achieved solely through model selection, the manuscript provides valuable insights for researchers working in machine learning, public health analytics, and data science. The proposed pipeline is practically relevant and transferable to other domains affected by reporting bias and data inconsistency. Overall, the work contributes to improving the reliability and interpretability of data-driven decision-making systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate, clear, and accurately reflects the focus and contribution of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and clearly summarizes the objectives, methodology, and key findings. However, it could be slightly improved by explicitly mentioning the geographical focus (India) and clarifying that the contribution lies in the integration of multiple pre-processing techniques rather than proposing entirely new algorithms.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The methodology is well-structured, and the experimental design is appropriate for the research objectives. The comparison between standard and custom pipelines is clearly justified, and the evaluation metrics are suitable. Some clarifications regarding data splitting order and feature selection steps would further strengthen methodological transparency, but no fundamental scientific flaws are identified.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the reference list is extensive, relevant, and includes recent studies (up to 2024). The citations adequately cover COVID-19 modelling, data pre-processing, feature selection, and machine learning evaluation. No critical references appear to be missing.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable and technically accurate, but the manuscript would benefit from professional language editing. Several sentences are lengthy, repetitive, or grammatically imperfect. Improving clarity and conciseness would significantly enhance readability and presentation quality.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper presents a strong data-centric perspective that is valuable for applied machine learning research. Minor refinements in language, notation consistency, and methodological clarity would improve the manuscript’s overall quality and impact. The results are convincing, but claims regarding “perfect consistency” should be phrased more cautiously to avoid overstatement.
The manuscript presents a relevant and technically sound study highlighting the importance of data pre-processing in COVID-19 predictive modelling. While the results are promising, improvements in language quality, methodological clarity, and presentation are required. The paper may be considered for publication after major revisions.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are identified. The study uses openly available secondary data from Our World in Data, which is appropriately cited.
	


Reviewer details:

Abdellah OUAMMOU, Hassan First University of Settat, Morocco

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

