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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This narrative review addresses a highly relevant yet underexplored topic by gathering UAE specific literature on ASD, with a focus on family experiences, access to services, and system-level barriers. Given the lack of a national autism registry and the fragmented nature of existing studies, this study offers contextual insights for researchers, policymakers, and clinicians working in UAE and similar Gulf areas. The study has the potential to contribute to the existing regional literature on ASD.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and appropriate and accurately reflects the study’s scope, and methodological approach. There is no need to change the title.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and structured. However, the objective of the study looks so long. The abstract does not indicate how many studies were identified or included in the review. Also, minor language editing is needed to improve clarity and readability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is conceptually sound and appropriate for a narrative review design. The databases searched and general inclusion criteria are described. However, there is no indication of how many studies were identified or included in the review, nor does it specify any language restrictions (for example, whether only English-language publications were considered) or the time frame covered by the literature search. In addition, the process by which studies were selected and synthesized is not clearly described, and the inclusion criteria require clearer presentation. There is no clarity regarding the inclusion or exclusion of grey literature. 

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is sufficient, relevant, and includes recent literature (2023–2025), particularly UAE- and Gulf-specific studies. However, it is important to ensure consistent citation formatting. The author could have added a small number of international policy or WHO-level references to strengthen global comparison.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Several grammatical and punctuation errors are present in the paper and should be corrected to improve clarity and readability. Few ideas are repeated and certain sentences are structured inconsistently. There should be a smooth transition between sections. Professional English language editing is recommended.

	

	Optional/General comments


	This narrative review would have been strengthened by a clearer discussion of the limitations of the included studies, including methodological strengths and weaknesses, design constraints, and the need for caution against overgeneralization. Several conclusions are presented as nationally applicable, despite the underlying evidence being drawn from individual Emirates, small or convenience samples, and predominantly urban or private-sector settings. These findings should therefore be interpreted more cautiously and framed within their specific contexts.
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