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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is incredibly important for the scientific community because it uses geo-statistical modeling to gain a deeper understanding of disease burden and health service accessibility in rural Northwestern Nigeria, a region that often gets overlooked in global health research. By combining spatial analysis with public health data, it offers evidence-based insights that can help with resource allocation, enhance equity in healthcare delivery, and strengthen health systems in areas that need it most. Additionally, the study pushes methodological boundaries by showing how geo-statistical tools can be used to identify complex patterns of disease distribution and service gaps. Ultimately, the findings could play a crucial role in shaping local policy decisions and broader global health strategies aimed at reducing disparities in healthcare access.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Geo-Statistical Modelling of Disease Burden and Health Service Accessibility in Rural Northwestern Nigeria,” is certainly clear and descriptive. However, it could use a little polishing to make it more concise and impactful. As it stands, it comes off as a bit technical and lengthy, which might not resonate with a wider scientific audience. An effective title should strike a balance between precision and accessibility, showcasing both the methodology and the importance of the study.

Find below a few alternative suggestions:

“Spatial Modelling of Disease Burden and Healthcare Access in Rural Northwestern Nigeria”

“Geo-Statistical Analysis of Health Inequities in Rural Northwestern Nigeria”

“Mapping Disease Burden and Health Service Accessibility in Rural Northwestern Nigeria”

Each of these options maintains the scientific integrity while enhancing readability and highlighting the study’s role in promoting health equity and spatial analysis.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is already quite strong and thorough. It effectively highlights the background, methods, results, and implications. Still, we can tweak it a bit to make it even sharper and more in line with scientific publishing standards. Below is  a refined version: 
"Rural communities in Northwestern Nigeria are grappling with a significant burden of preventable diseases, largely due to inadequate healthcare infrastructure and socio-economic challenges. This study utilized geo-statistical and statistical modeling to examine the spatial distribution of disease burden and healthcare access across Kebbi, Sokoto, Zamfara, and Katsina States. Through household surveys (n=1,200), facility assessments (n=86), and GIS-based analyses, we found that malaria (48.2%) and childhood diarrhea (31.4%) are the most common health issues, with notable clustering in underserved regions. Key factors such as being more than 5 km away from healthcare facilities, lack of transportation, and low income were significant predictors of limited access. Our findings highlight stark spatial inequalities and underscore the importance of geo-statistical evidence in shaping equitable health system planning and targeted interventions in resource-constrained environments."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Absolutely, the manuscript seems to be on solid scientific ground. It uses a variety of methods like household surveys, facility assessments, and GIS-based geo-statistical modelling to delve into the disease burden and healthcare access. The statistical techniques employed, including descriptive statistics, logistic regression, and spatial clustering, align well with the research goals, and the results reflect the public health issues we see in rural Northwestern Nigeria. All in all, the manuscript is scientifically sound, featuring a clear methodology, reliable results, and relevant conclusions that significantly enhance our understanding of health systems research.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language quality of this article is suitable for scholarly communications
	

	Optional/General comments


	With those little adjustments I have made above, the manuscript could be ready for publication
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No any ethical issues detected
	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	No competing interest issues found in this manuscript
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	No plagiarism suspected
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