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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript addresses a critical environmental and public health concern in the Malwa region of Punjab, India, specifically examining the impact of industrial and chemical redox waste on water quality in Bathinda. The study provides valuable empirical data on heavy metal contamination, physicochemical parameters, and pollution indices in both surface water and groundwater sources. Given the documented health issues in this region, including elevated cancer rates and other chronic diseases, this research contributes important baseline data for understanding pollution sources and patterns. The findings have direct implications for environmental policy, industrial waste management practices, and public health interventions in rapidly
industrializing regions of India and similar contexts globally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title requires revision for grammatical accuracy. Suggested alternative: "The Influence of Chemical Redox Waste and Industrial Waste on River and Groundwater Quality in Bathinda, Punjab"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is reasonably comprehensive but could be improved. Suggestions:
· Add specific quantitative findings (e.g., key pollutant concentrations, pollution indices)
· Mention the specific industries studied (NFL, cement factory, thermal plant, etc.)
· Include the number of sampling sites and timeframe

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	YES, it is scientifically and logically correct and suitable for ongoing research topic .
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references need improvement:

· While 22 references are provided, several are from 2023-2025, which is good
· However, references 13-20 and 22 appear unrelated to the main topic (covering topics like chemoinformatic, fungus characterization, mental healthcare, vegetable grafting)
· More peer-reviewed journal articles specifically on industrial water pollution in Punjab/Bathinda would strengthen the literature review
· Key foundational papers on redox chemistry in aquatic systems should be added
· WHO and BIS standards are mentioned but not properly cited
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, Perfect and easily accessible for beginners who started their research work.
	

	Optional/General comments
	Strengths:

· Important and timely topic with clear public health relevance
· Comprehensive methodology covering multiple parameters and pollution indices
· Good seasonal sampling approach (monsoon and winter)
· Practical implications for waste management policy

Areas for improvement:

· The Results section needs more detailed quantitative presentation with proper statistical analysis
· Tables 2-4 mentioned in text but only Table 2 is provided
· Figures need better resolution and more detailed captions
· The discussion should better integrate findings with the existing literature
· Recommendations section could be more specific and actionable
· Consider adding a limitations section to acknowledge constraints

The manuscript addresses an important environmental issue with a sound methodological approach, but requires significant revisions to the results presentation, discussion depth, reference list quality before it can be accepted for publication.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	Not really.
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