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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the growing field of AI-assisted language learning by addressing a critical methodological gap, the scarcity of qualitative research in this domain. The study provides rich, contextually-grounded insights into Saudi EFL learners' lived experiences with AI chatbots, which is particularly significant given Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 goals and preparations to host major international events requiring English proficiency. Unlike most existing research that focuses solely on effectiveness, this study examines both benefits and challenges, offering a balanced perspective essential for informed pedagogical decision-making. The practical recommendations for institution-specific AI chatbot development have direct applicability for curriculum designers, educational technologists, and policymakers in EFL contexts worldwide, particularly in collectivist cultures where face-saving concerns influence language learning behaviors.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	NO. The current title contains grammatical errors and redundancy. 
Suggested Title: Saudi EFL Learners’ Perceptions and Experiences with ELSA Speak: A Qualitative Study of AI Chatbots for Speaking Skill
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Partially comprehensive but requires substantial revision.
According to the journal's guidelines, the abstract must include specific subsections: Aims, Study Design, Place and Duration of Study, Methodology, Results, and Conclusion. But the current abstract does not use the journal's required subheadings. So, read the journal template, write the abstract section accordingly.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Largely correct with critical omissions requiring mandatory revision.
1. ETHICAL APPROVAL SECTION MISSING:

Per journal guidelines, a separate "Ethical Approval" section is MANDATORY before References. The manuscript currently lacks this entirely.
2. CONSENT SECTION MISSING:

Per journal guidelines, a separate "Consent" section is MANDATORY before Ethical Approval.
TRANSLATION PROCEDURES MISSING IN METHODOLOGY:

Interviews conducted in Arabic, but quotes presented in English with NO explanation of the translation process.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Sufficient in number but with critical formatting errors and some gaps. 
1. Abu Sahyon, A. (2023). Investigating the impact of AI-driven chatbots on the acquisition of English as a foreign language among Saudi undergraduate students. International Journal of Management Studies and Social Science Research, 1(5), 105–118. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.15379/ijmst.v10i2.3049 
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              Fix to: Alfares, N. S. (2024). The challenges of effective English language teaching in
          Saudi schools. English Language Teaching, 17(10), 96–106. 
           https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v17n10p96 (Also correct the in-text citation accordingly)
3.  Alqahtani, M. (2024). Saudi EFL male students' perspectives on AI tools for enhancing English speaking skills. Arab World English Journal (AWEJ) Special Issue on CALL, 10(2), 30–45. https://doi.org/10.24093/awej/call.10.2.3 (This reference does not match your article).
Fix to: Makhlouf, M. K. I. (2021). Effect of artificial intelligence-based application on Saudi preparatory-year students’ EFL speaking skills at Albaha University. International Journal of English Language Education, 9(2), 36–52. https://doi.org/10.5296/ijele.v9i2.18782 (Also change the in-text citation and related text accordingly)
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Mostly yes, but still, there are several wording and punctuation issues.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-conducted qualitative study that addresses an important gap in AI-assisted language learning research. The methodology is rigorous, findings are meaningful and well-presented, and practical recommendations are valuable. However, the manuscript CANNOT BE ACCEPTED in its current form, but if those issues are addressed properly, then it can be accepted.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)

YES, CRITICAL ETHICAL DOCUMENTATION IS COMPLETELY MISSING

Per the journal's submission guidelines, research papers involving human subjects MUST include a separate "ETHICAL APPROVAL" section before References. This manuscript completely lacks this mandatory section.

Specific Ethical Issues:

1. No Ethical Approval Section:

· The manuscript involves human participants (8 female undergraduate students)

· Semi-structured interviews were conducted and audio-recorded

· NO separate "Ethical Approval" section exists as required by journal guidelines

· NO institutional ethics approval number or date provided

What MUST Be Added:
A complete "ETHICAL APPROVAL" section stating:

· Name of ethics committee/IRB

· Approval number

· Date of approval

· Confirmation of compliance with Declaration of Helsinki

· Statement of informed consent procedures
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