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The paper successfully identifies a research gap with rich data from spoken narrative on Kiswahili cleft constructions under the framework of Lambrecht’s (1994) Information Theory. It shows intricate structural distinctions regarding focus constructions and makes valuable claims on focus, copula and infinitives. However, care can be taken on the following points:

(a)  Treatment of clefts as inherently focal. More discourse information should be used to justify this use.

(b) The criteria for snowball sampling and placement tests should be written clearly so that the study is reproducible

(c) How focus types (contrastive focus, exhaustive focus etc.) used in the study are result of syntax-discourse interaction?

(d) Grammatical errors and glossing should be taken care of.

(e) Introduce Kiswahili, the language and some of its typological features.
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