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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research is of clear importance on both the scientific and applied levels, as it addresses the issue of change in land use and land cover (LULC) in the capital region of Itanagar over a relatively long period of time (1986–2024), which allows for a deep understanding of urbanization and urban expansion trends in an environmentally sensitive mountainous region. The importance of the study lies in the use of multi-temporal Landsat data with the NDBI index to monitor urban expansion, making its results directly beneficial to decision-makers, urban planners, and environmental agencies, especially in the context of achieving Sustainable Development Goal 11 (SDG 11).
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well structured, as it clearly introduces the study area, the main objective, the data sources, the methodological approach, and the overall trend of land use/land cover (LULC) change and urban expansion in the Itanagar Capital Region.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct, valid, and suitable for publication, subject to minor to moderate revisions aimed at improving methodological transparency and analytical depth rather than correcting fundamental scientific flaws.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript suffers from the presence of many outdated sources, and to keep pace with development and modernity and increase the scientific value of the manuscript, it needs to have its scientific sources updated within no more than 5 years.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language quality of the manuscript is generally understandable and suitable for scholarly communication, but it requires moderate language editing. While the scientific content is clearly conveyed, there are issues related to sentence length, repetition, minor grammatical errors, and overall fluency that should be improved to meet the standards of international academic journals.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The accuracy assessment relied on only 60 reference points distributed across six categories, a relatively limited number considering the study area and its topographical diversity. This may affect: The representation of some marginal categories (such as barren land or agriculture).

2. The mechanism for selecting checkpoints is unclear. It is not sufficiently explained whether the checkpoints are: completely random, or stratified random sampling, which is important to ensure the methodological integrity of the accuracy assessment.
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