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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript holds a significant importance to the scientific community as it bridges the gap between broad demographic research and localized health analysis by examining tahsil-wise disparities in births, deaths, child mortality, and infant mortality. It demonstrates the effective use of Health Management Information System (HMIS) data for spatial health research, thereby enhancing the opportunities for replication and comparative studies in other districts and regions.
Furthermore, the study contributes to the growing body of evidence on spatial health inequalities, emphasising how factors such as population density, urbanization, and healthcare accessibility can positively influence health outcomes. This underscores the need to integrate geographical perspectives into public health research. By identifying high-risk tahsils, the manuscript provides policymakers with evidence-based, actionable insights to guide targeted interventions aimed at reducing preventable mortality and promoting equitable health development. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable but slightly long and wordy, with repetition in its current state
An alternative title may include 

1. Tahsil-wise Spatial Analysis of Births and Mortality Patterns Using HMIS Data in Ahilyanagar District

2. Spatial Pattern of Births and Deaths Using HMIS Data in Ahilyanagar District: Tahsil-wise Geographical Analysis


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive in structure and coverage, effectively outlining the purpose of the study, data sources, analytical approach, and key findings. However, there is a need to make a few improvements to make it clear, detailed, concise, and informative while providing all relevant information.
A few recommendations for improvement:
· Place and duration of study: Make it more concise by deleting the detailed description of urban centres, rural hinterlands, drought-prone areas, and industrial zones. Such detailed information should be moved to the introduction
· Methodology: there is a need to make the session precise by deleting excessive details, e.g., the listing of all variables, such as births, deaths, male/female, etc., can be shortened to “key demographic and health indicators. And briefly include the analytical techniques, such as comparative spatial interpretation, to strengthen methodological clarity.
· Results: include key results and percentages to quantify findings, e.g., Nagar accounted for nearly 30% of births.  Incorporate comparative insight such as the gender imbalance (male exceeds female births in all tahsils) and urban-rural contrasts (urban tahsils recorded higher births and deaths than rural tahsils), while voiding lengthy listings of individual tahsils.

· Conclusion: delete repetition and include a recommendation to strengthen the policy relevance, e.g., “the findings can guide district-level resource allocation and maternal-child health programs.”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript demonstrates a scientifically accurate approach by employing reliable secondary data from HMIS and the Socio-Economic Abstract. It applies appropriate analytical methods that ensure data reliability and reproducibility. Also, the findings reveal spatial variation across tehsils, which is consistent with existing literature that links population density, urbanization, and healthcare accessibility to health outcomes. The manuscript also acknowledges limitations such as the possibility of underreporting. And the conclusions are consistent with existing literature. 
However, a minor recommendation for improvement would be to clarify any anomalies in the reported deaths and incorporate comparative analyses to enhance clarity and strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Although the references provided a balanced mix of foundational works and empirical evidence, about half of them are older yhan five years. Hence, to strengthen the scholarly depth and relevance of the study, it is recommended to incorporate more recent peer-reviewed research. 
Some suggested references:  

1. Jayaprakash, P., Majumdar, R., & Ingole, S. (2024). Geographical health inequalities in India: the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on healthcare access and healthcare inequality. International Journal of Health Care Quality Assurance, ahead‑of‑print, 42–67. Doi: 10.1108/IJHCQA-05-2023-0030
2. World Bank. (2023). Addressing health inequalities in South Asia: Spatial approaches and policy implications.

3. Gupta, A., & Pal, S. (2023). Spatial analysis of child mortality in India: A district-level study using GIS. Spatial Demography, 11(2), 145–162.

 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally readable and suitable for scholarly communications. However, careful professional proofreading is advised to enhance clarity, eliminate errors, improve conciseness, and ensure consistency in terminology and style throughout the text.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is well-structured and clearly aligned with its objectives, employing appropriate methods and a reliable secondary data source
Based on the technical approach, clear presentation, and explicit communication of key findings, I recommend that the manuscript be graded minor revision
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

The manuscript does not indicate any major ethical issues
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