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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript provides valuable insight into the environmental fate and bioaccumulation patterns of total petroleum hydrocarbons in a chronically oil-impacted estuarine system of the Niger Delta. By simultaneously evaluating water, sediment, and two ecologically and economically important benthic species, the study strengthens the scientific understanding of matrix-specific hydrocarbon partitioning and species-dependent bioaccumulation. The clear demonstration of sediments and oysters as sensitive indicators of petroleum contamination offers practical relevance for long-term monitoring and risk assessment in coastal ecosystems. Additionally, the findings contribute region-specific baseline data that are essential for environmental management, seafood safety evaluation, and the development of effective
pollution mitigation strategies in oil-producing regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The current title is suitable and accurately reflects the core focus of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is largely comprehensive, well-structured, and scientifically sound, as it clearly states the study objective, sampling design, analytical approach, key results, and the main conclusion. It effectively summarizes the comparative distribution of TPH across water, sediment, and biota, and highlights the bioindicator relevance of oysters and periwinkles.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically correct, and the interpretations are generally consistent with the data presented. Minor issues are largely editorial or clarificatory rather than scientific, such as clearer justification for organism selection, minor inconsistencies in species mention in
the methods, and improved precision in statistical reporting.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention
them in the review form.
	The referenced literature appears relevant and foundational; however, I recommend including more recent (2023–2025) studies on TPH pollution and bioaccumulation, especially those focused on Niger Delta
conditions and similar estuarine bivalve systems.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The language and overall English quality of the manuscript are generally suitable for scholarly communication, and the scientific arguments are clearly conveyed.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
	

	
Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	No
	

	
If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
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	Give OVERALL MARKS you want to give to this manuscript ( Highest: 10 Lowest: 0 )
Guideline:
Accept As It Is: (>9-10) Minor Revision: (>8-9)
Major Revision: (>7-8) Serious Major revision: (>5-7)
Rejected (with repairable deficiencies and may be reconsidered): (>3-5) Strongly rejected (with irreparable deficiencies.): (>0-3)
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