Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Education and Social Studies 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJESS_153448

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	The Association Between School Readiness and Preschool Children’s Smooth Transition to Formal Education in Sri Lanka

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the scientific community by offering substantial empirical evidence on the importance of multidimensional school readiness for facilitating a smooth transition to formal education for children in a South Asian context. It addresses a crucial gap in the current literature by connecting nationally validated preschool readiness metrics with transition outcomes in Grade 1. The study's mixed-methods approach strengthens the validity of the findings and offers a comprehensive understanding of how various readiness dimensions relate to actual classroom performance. This manuscript holds significant implications for early childhood research, policy development, and the formulation of evidence-based strategies to ensure successful school entry.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is clear, specific and accurately represents the main variables, population, and context of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is largely comprehensive, well-structured, and appropriate for a peer-reviewed journal. It clearly covers the background, purpose, methodology, key findings, and implications of the study. That said, a few targeted refinements could further strengthen its clarity, balance, and impact—especially for an international readership.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is appropriate. The research states the statistical analyses such as descriptive statistics, paired sample t-test and Pearson correlation coefficients. It also states properly the findings and well supported quantitative and qualitative teacher observations. Overall, the manuscript includes all early childhood and educational research, with clear ideas between theory, methodology, analysis and conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the manuscript includes the relevant references on school readiness and early childhood transitions. 
Suggestion: The manuscript can include more empirical studies of last 5 years.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language quality of the manuscript is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, formal and concise. Key concepts are explained clearly and precisely. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-organized with a logical flow, problem statement, findings, conclusion and results highlighting implications of early childhood policy, practice and transition planning. 
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