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	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a significant and practical challenge in the modern educational landscape: the phenomenon of out-of-field teaching. By investigating how teacher competence influences student outcomes even when teaching outside one's primary specialization, the study provides valuable empirical data for academic administrators. It highlights the importance of intrinsic teacher quality and pedagogical adaptability as critical buffers for student success in resource-constrained environments. This work is essential for developing policies that support teacher professional development and curriculum management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable as it clearly identifies the independent, mediating, and dependent variables, providing a concise roadmap of the study's scope.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and follows the standard structure (background, methods, results, and conclusion). It effectively summarizes the 197-sample size and the mediation analysis used.

· Suggestion: It would be beneficial to briefly mention the specific "College" or geographic context in the abstract to immediately ground the findings for the reader.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The use of stratified random sampling and Path Analysis is appropriate for testing mediating effects. The findings—showing a strong correlation between competence and out-of-field teaching but a weaker one with academic performance—are logically presented and supported by the data provided.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and include foundational works (e.g., Shulman, 1987) as well as very recent studies (e.g., Tran, 2023; Sukma, 2022). This blend provides both historical context and current relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality is high and suitable for scholarly communication. The tone is academic and the arguments are clearly articulated.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The authors should be commended for tackling a "real-world" issue. One area for improvement is in the discussion of the "Contextualizing Content" indicator, which scored lowest. Expanding on how teachers can be better supported in this specific area would add significant practical value to the manuscript.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues were identified. The study appears to have followed standard protocols for data collection from student respondents.
	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	No competing interests were identified.
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	No plagiarism is suspected based on the review of the provided text.
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	Here reviewer should declare his/her competing interest. If nothing to declare he/she can write “I declare that I have no competing interest as a reviewer”


	PART  4: Objective Evaluation:



	Guideline
	MARKS of this  manuscript

	Give OVERALL MARKS you want to give to this manuscript 

( Highest: 10  Lowest: 0 )

Guideline: 

Accept As It Is: (>9-10)

Minor Revision: (>8-9)

Major Revision: (>7-8)

Serious Major revision: (>5-7)

Rejected (with repairable deficiencies and may be reconsidered): (>3-5)

Strongly rejected (with irreparable deficiencies.): (>0-3)
	8


	Editorial Comments (This section is reserved for the comments from journal editorial office and editors):



	
	Author’s Feedback

	
	


Reviewer Details:
This section is mandatory to prepare the Reviewer Certificate. 

Please complete this section carefully. Reviewer Certificate will be generated by using this information only. 

Your Certificate will be wrong, if you provide incorrect information. 

Please note modification of certificate will not be possible after generation. 

Certificate will not be issued if incomplete information is provided.

	Name of the Reviewer
	Emmanuel Dumbuya

	Department of Reviewer
	Social and Cultural Studies Department, University Experimental Secondary School

	University or Institution of Reviewer
	Njala University

	Country of Reviewer
	Sierra Leone

	Position: (Professor/lecturer, etc.) of Reviewer
	Teacher

	Email ID of Reviewer
	emmanueldumbuya1@gmail.com
emmanueldumbuya1@gmail.com

	WhatsApp Number of Reviewer (Optional)
	

	Write 5-8 Keywords regarding expertise of Reviewer
	Pedagogy, Teacher Competence, Out-of-field Teaching, Higher Education Policy, Mediation Analysis, Student Performance.


Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

