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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript highlights the significance of Social Emotional Learning (SEL) among school adolescents in India, addressing an increasingly important dimension of holistic education. The findings underscore the urgency of integrating SEL into school curricula to support adolescents’ socio-emotional development and enhance their capacity to become productive and responsible citizens. Furthermore, the study provides valuable insights for educators, school administrators, and policymakers, particularly within the context of schools in the Bhopal district. Overall, the manuscript contributes to the growing body of literature on SEL in developing educational contexts and offers implications that may be transferable to similar settings globally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable for this article.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and clearly outlines the purpose, methodology, and key findings of the study. However, several minor language and formatting issues were noted. For example, “responents” should be corrected to “respondents”, “group iscussions” to “group discussions”, and “india” should be capitalised as “India”. A thorough proofreading is recommended to improve spelling, grammar, structure and formatting consistency.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appropriately highlights the significance of Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and refers to the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) framework, a widely recognised model developed by a non-profit organisation founded in 1994. The framework outlines five interrelated areas of competence. However, it is not clearly stated whether the study’s findings are explicitly grounded in or analysed through this framework. It would strengthen the scientific rigor of the manuscript if the findings and discussion were systematically connected to the CASEL framework.

There are duplicated sentences in the introduction, “SEL programs try to help adolescents cope with……” appeared twice.

The methodology section would benefit from further elaboration on the cross-sectional survey design, including justification and limitations. Additionally, the authors should clarify the distribution of the eight secondary schools across Central Government, State Government, and Private management categories by indicating how many schools belong to each category.

There are also inconsistencies in the reported number of responses (e.g., some items report 51 or 56 responses, while the total number of respondents is stated as 57). The authors should explain these discrepancies, such as missing data or non-responses.

The discussion section could be strengthened by linking the findings more explicitly to the CASEL framework and by elaborating on the challenges faced by students in engaging with SEL activities. Finally, the “Educational Implications of the Study” section is relatively brief and could be expanded to provide more concrete pedagogical and policy recommendations.

Moreover, there are numerous spellings, punctuation (e.g., full stops), and spacing errors throughout the manuscript. Thorough proofreading is strongly recommended to improve spelling, grammar, and formatting consistency.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is cited in the manuscript; however, it is not included in the reference list. All in-text citations should be fully and accurately referenced in accordance with the journal’s required reference format. The authors are advised to ensure consistency between in-text citations and the reference list and to follow the journal’s referencing guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall English language quality is understandable but requires substantial improvement to meet the standards of scholarly communication. The manuscript contains frequent spelling, grammatical, punctuation, and spacing errors that affect clarity and readability. Some sentences are awkwardly constructed and would benefit from careful editing for academic tone and coherence. A thorough professional proofreading or language editing service is strongly recommended before publication.

	

	Optional/General comments


	NIL
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

NIL
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