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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes to the growing body of empirical literature on the role of socio-cultural factors in shaping the performance of small and medium scale enterprises (SMEs) in developing economies. By focusing on Owo Metropolis in Ondo State, Nigeria, the study provides valuable location-specific evidence that can inform entrepreneurship policy and SME development strategies. The findings are relevant to researchers, policymakers, and development practitioners interested in socio-economic and cultural determinants of business performance. The study also adds to the discourse on how informal institutions influence enterprise outcomes in emerging markets.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is generally suitable and clearly reflects the key variables and study area. However, since the empirical investigation focuses mainly on a specific SME sub-sector, the authors may consider clarifying this scope in the title if they wish to improve precision.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative and presents the objectives, methodology, and general findings of the study. However, it would benefit from:

· Clear specification of the SME sub-sector studied

· Explicit mention of the key statistical results

· A brief policy implication statement

These additions would improve clarity and scholarly impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript adopts an appropriate quantitative research design and uses standard statistical tools such as descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, and multiple regression. However, there are notable issues in statistical interpretation, particularly in hypothesis testing where statistically significant p-values are sometimes misinterpreted. In addition, inconsistencies in population definition and sampling procedure require clarification. Addressing these issues will substantially improve the scientific robustness of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript cites a reasonable number of references relevant to SMEs and socio-cultural factors. However, the reference list can be strengthened by including more recent (last 5 years) and internationally recognized journal articles. Some references also appear weakly connected to the core research focus and may be replaced with more relevant empirical studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable, but the manuscript contains grammatical errors, awkward sentence constructions, and repetition. A thorough professional language and copy-editing review is recommended to meet international journal standards.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No major ethical issues are evident in this manuscript.
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