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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript computes the consequence of both international sanctions and economic openness on the financial performance of the public sector in fragile economies, using the country of Sudan for case study analysis. In this regard, the manuscript also attempts to provide essential lessons for policymakers and researchers with focus on fiscal sustainability and recovery after sanctions are imposed.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	The title of the study is appropriate but might be shortened to “Public Sector Financial Performance in Sudan (1990–2018): Sanctions and Economic Openness.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly summarizes the objectives, methods, findings, and policy implications of the study. However, it would be useful if it could briefly underline the relevance of Sudan as a case study. 
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	The manuscript is up to scientific standards: analyses are consistent with economic theory; the methodology is appropriate, given data availability
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	References are sufficient and updated, although there is some scope for cleaning the list.
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	The English language and academic style require minimal editorial adjustments.
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	The manuscript is well organised and related for policymakers. Tables are clear, and the advices easy to follow. Cross-country evaluations could enrich the discussion.
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