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	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The article is an important piece of empirical research on vocational education and training (VET) in Himachal Pradesh, based on the country-representative datasets collected over a period of over 10 years. The study offers insights into existing patterns of skill development, labour market integration, and human capital formation in developing areas by providing insights into the trends, demographic patterns, social inclusion as well as employment patterns. PLFS and EUS data can be used to enhance the policy relevance of the findings, particularly in the application of the skills development initiatives in India. The research is of great help especially with those policymakers, development practitioners, and researchers interested in the inclusive skill-building and the labour market dynamics across the region.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is concise, clear and depicts the accuracy of the scope, the methodology, and the geographical focus of the study. It is a good way of conveying the analytical focus on trends, determinants, and labour market performance. No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is detailed and properly organised. It presents the objectives, data sources, methodology, relevant findings and policy clearly. Minor recommendations are made:

· Indicate the sample size or the extent of data in brief to enhance methodological clarity.

· Get rid of repetition in order to be concise.

· Provide one brief conclusion sentence to state the policy implications.

The abstract is in general a satisfactory representation of the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The article is scientifically valid. Trend analysis and assessment of the labour market would be suitable with the use of secondary survey data (EUS and PLFS). It offers the macro-level trends as well as the micro-level determinants that the combination of descriptive statistics and binomial logit modelling offers. The analytical processes are well described and findings are rationally discussed. The findings have conformed to the empirical evidence provided.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The sources are timely and applicable to the study of the topic of skill development and labour market results. There is a good integration between policy documents and sources of learning. However:

· Further empirical research on the topic of skill development and VET outcomes in India or other similar areas might be helpful to fortify the literature base.

· Make references of similar form.

On the whole, the sources are sufficient but can be slightly revised and unified.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language is mostly understandable and clear. Nevertheless, the manuscript is full of grammatical mistakes, typing discrepancies, and fumbling phrases. Some of the sentences are too long and might be condensed to make sense. It is suggested that a professional language edit should be done to enhance readability and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Results and Discussion section can be limited to eliminate repetition. There are lengthy narrative notes given in some of the tables that can be summarised. It may be wise to include a short limitations sub-section (e.g. data constraints, the comparability of the survey across years). A brief policy recommendation sub section would help in increasing policy relevance. Be consistent in percentage formatting and interpretation of statistics.
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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