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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an increasingly relevant methodological topic by reviewing the application of Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) in prefabricated building research. The paper is useful because SEM is widely used in construction management studies, yet methodological syntheses in this niche are still limited. The review helps organize scattered empirical findings into thematic groups such as performance, risk, supply chain, and adoption behavior. With improved methodological transparency, the work can serve as a solid reference source for researchers entering this domain.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable and accurately reflects the content. However, it may be strengthened by clarifying the review type. A more precise alternative could be: “A Structured Review of Structural Equation Modeling Applications in Prefabricated Building Research.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is broadly comprehensive and clearly states the objective, scope, and thematic findings. However, it lacks methodological transparency. The authors should specify the literature search scope (databases, time span, approximate number of reviewed papers). Adding 1–2 quantitative descriptors would improve clarity and academic rigor.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound at the conceptual level. The SEM principles, model components, and fit indices are correctly described. The classification of application areas is logical. However, the review methodology is not sufficiently formalized — there is no explicit search protocol, screening criteria, or review framework. Also, some SEM equations in Section 2 appear formatting-corrupted and must be corrected.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are generally recent and include many studies from 2021–2025. Coverage of Chinese academic work is strong. However, the review relies heavily on theses and regional studies. It would benefit from adding more high-impact international journal papers in construction management and SEM methodology.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is understandable and mostly suitable for scholarly communication. Some sentences are overly long and repetitive, and minor grammar and capitalization inconsistencies appear. Professional language editing is recommended before publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper would be significantly strengthened by adding a structured review method section, a summary comparison table of reviewed SEM studies, and clearer differentiation between CB-SEM and PLS-SEM approaches. A visual framework would also improve reader usability.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No. The paper is a literature review and does not involve human or experimental subjects.
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