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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study addresses an important clinical complication of SCD. Leg ulcers cause significant morbidity in SCD and endothelial activation markers like P-selectin are biologically plausible targets. Study contributes data from a high-burden African population, which is under-represented in literature.
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	Optional/General comments


	1. would request to check sample size calculation and statistics.

2. Unexpected finding: In this study, P-selectin levels were lower in patients with SCD who had ulcers compared with SCD patients without ulcers, a finding that contradicts established biology in which P-selectin is known to increase with endothelial activation, vaso-occlusion, and inflammation; attribute this unexpected result to the cross-sectional study design but do not provide a mechanistic explanation.

3. Critical confounders are missing: although hydroxyurea use was appropriately excluded, there was no adjustment for hemoglobin level, platelet count strongly correlated with P-selectin), inflammatory markers such as CRP, ulcer duration, or infection status and therefore a multivariate analysis is needed.
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