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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study evaluated pounded yam flour substituted with cowpea flour at varying ratios (10–50%) and compared it with 100% yam flour. Cowpea inclusion significantly improved functional properties, proximate composition, and mineral content, particularly protein, fibre, fat, ash, magnesium, calcium, iron, and phosphorus, while carbohydrate content decreased. Physicochemical properties such as pH and gelatinization time were not adversely affected. Sensory evaluation showed no negative impact on taste, color, or texture, with the 50:50 yam–cowpea blend rated highest in mouldability and overall acceptability. The results support cowpea flour as a nutritious fortification for yam flour products.
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