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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	There is a gap of biochemical data regarding urinary electrolytes in rural sub-Saharan African populations who may have distinct characteristics from the rest of the world. Understanding these may be useful for addressing regional health issues. Establishing local reference values may allow tailored dietary guidelines.  
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, it is comprehensive and accurate. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	Because urine concentration varies widely based on hydration, a simple concentration value can be misleading. In order to more accurately quantify the electrolyte excretion, normalizing the concentration with urinary creatinine would have given more generalizable results. 
Are all these participants ‘healthy’ and not on any treatment? (As kidney disease/medication may alter urinary electrolyte excretion)

“The results reveal significant disparities between the two areas, highlighting the influence of dietary habits, access to drinking water and environmental conditions.” – The scientific community outside the Africa may not have much idea about the geographic, socio-economic and cultural (climate, diet and water resources, cooking habits etc) background of the two areas. Please elaborate a bit more.  

“morning urine collection”- specify if it is first void sample or not. 

“However, the percentage of positive cases for almost all parameters was higher in the Grand Sido population.”- What are the possible reasons? Please mention. 

There is only 1 with a specific gravity of 1.015. Possibly sensitivity of particular strip is very poor at this level. 

“Interestingly, no participant had a UCa concentration exceeding the threshold for hypercalcaemia, which is >2.55 mmol/L in adults (Gallagher et al. 2014) and >1.12 mmol/L in children (Paccaud et al. 2020).”- Shouldn’t this be corrected as hypercalciuria?


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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