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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant value for the scientific community as it provides quantitative evidence to resolve the long-standing debate regarding whether occlusal discrepancies are a cause or a consequence of Temporomandibular Dysfunction (TMD). By demonstrating that occlusal contact surfaces increase significantly when a patient is pain-free compared to when they are in pain, the study reinforces the theory that pain-induced muscular guarding and mandibular deviation are what actually alter dental contacts. Furthermore, the research validates the transition from subjective, qualitative methods like articulating paper to objective, digital technologies like 3Shape scanning, setting a higher standard for diagnostic precision in clinical orofacial pain management. Ultimately, these findings encourage general practitioners to prioritize pain resolution before attempting irreversible occlusal interventions, potentially reducing iatrogenic complications in TMD treatment
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	Critical Suggestions for the Abstract

1. Correct the Major Contradictory Error
· Current State: The conclusion in the abstract correctly states that the contact surface increased in the pain-free period.

· Correction Required: However, the full-text conclusion incorrectly states the number of contacts was higher during pain. Ensure the abstract remains the definitive correct version and that the full-text conclusion is updated to match it

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in its foundational logic, but it requires critical corrections regarding its data presentation and terminology to meet high-level academic standards.
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	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a clinically relevant and controversial topic in contemporary dentistry: the dynamic relationship between muscular Temporomandibular Dysfunction (TMD) and occlusal contact patterns. By utilizing modern digital scanning technology, the authors contribute to the shift from subjective clinical assessment to objective, quantitative data
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