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Abstract
The present study aims to study the infrastructural, physical and human resource facilities available in the Ashram school and to study the teacher’s efficiency and students’ participation in classroom process in the Ashram School. A case study method was employed with a sample of 180 students. The school was taken by using purposive sampling method. Data were collected by using observation schedule and school information schedule and were analysed through content analysis. The findings revealed that the ashram school is a very good institutions providing free boarding and lodging with proper necessary things and having a plenty number of teachers the school is able to provide the lesson with a ratio of 1:20. The teachers were well trained and deliver the lesson properly using audio visual aids and students are fully participating in the discussion with attention. The findings of this study will be useful for enhancing the quality of education of tribal students.









Introduction
Education is the birth right of every child whether it is formal, informal or non-formal. In this way formal education has direct impact on students. No child should be deprived of education on the basis of their cast, gender, or colour etc. Though we are living in 21st century still most of the children are unable to complete their primary education in tribal areas (Chaudhari, 2021). Not just the geographical areas network problem but many other constraints are also contributed to the incompletion of the education of these students among which lack of parental cooperation, lack of awareness among those tribal people, financial problem etc are the important (Chanda, 2025). 
In order to resolve this problem, the role of Residential School in promoting Tribal Education is a great initiative taken by the government. The attitude and aspiration level of tribal students have a significant place in promoting their education. Research stated that tribal students have developed a positive attitude towards education (Saraswati, 2018). It is found that there is no significant difference in the attitude and aspiration level of boys and girls of secondary level. 
Studies revealed that stakeholders understanding and interpretation about the policy also have an impact on the student’s education and achievement (Dicholkar, 2018). In that study the researcher revealed that due to the central govt has put the entire responsibility on the state to implement the scheme as per the need of the region and also due to schools’ remote establishments; street level bureaucrats are implementing it according to their own solace and beliefs, this interrelated circle is making children more vulnerable to their physical safety and security.
Studies also conducted on ashram schools for scheduled tribes for exploring the infrastructural, human resources facilities available in the school as well as the academic achievement of students, found out that most of the schools are possessing the basic infrastructural facilities with proper lodging and boarding, teaching and non-teaching staffs are also sufficient for managing these schools. Students were doing good in curricular and co-curricular activities which shoes the average academic achievement (Baladaniya, 2022)
Pattanaik, (2012) conducted a study on Tribal children in Odisha and their right to education in the home language. The objective of the study is to explore the cause behind low educational achievements of the tribal student of Odisha. The researcher uses survey method with a sampled of 142 ashram school of Koraput district of Odisha. The researcher uses cumulative record card, questionnaire, and observation as his tools for data collection. The researcher revealed that the educational processes largely disregard the socio-cultural characteristics and linguistic skills that tribal bring to the classroom. Specifically tribal children experience serious language difficulties during the initial stage of schooling. The practice of using the dominant state language, Odia as the sole/dominant medium of instruction of all ashram school, rather than the children’s mother tongue, appears to leave young learners illiterate in their mother tongue and also fosters low achievement levels in the dominant language.
Educational Aspiration of tribal students in relations to Teachers Perspectives and school culture with an aim to uncover the reason of their low participation in higher education through the study of educational aspiration in relations to teachers’ perspectives and school culture. Findings shows that Ashram school process inside and outside the classroom were highly influenced by teachers’ perspective and tribal community identity becomes more dominant than learner identity. Teachers’ perspectives towards tribal students were found to be influenced from stereotyped socio economic, cultural, normative, and cognitive beliefs (Tomar et.al., 2023).
Raut (2023) undertook an analytical investigation of tribal ashram school in the Palghar district to uncover the intrinsic strength and weakness of these educational institutions. The findings of the study illuminated the persistent challenges confronting ashram schools, providing a stark portrayal of the realities embedded within these educational environments. Despite the adversities, the research underscored the instrumental role ashram schools play in driving social change within tribal communities.
Rationale of the Study
Number of related research and evaluation studies have been carried out by different researchers and research institutions at national and state level about ashram school. After analysing the research conducted by (Jojo, 2013) reveals that the connection between lack of quality in education and obstructions in the road to tribal development becomes clearer and (Raut, 2023) reveals that the persistent challenges confronting ashram schools, providing a stark portrayal of the realities embedded within these educational environments where as (Choudhary, 2010) reveals that academic achievements of the tribal students of ashram schools was found to be averaged in their district . But it is apt to undertake an evaluation of the effectiveness in the functioning of these ashram schools on a regular basis so that the findings will help providing inputs to the Government for taking remedial measures and for more effective functioning. After analysing the researches, the researcher found that there is no study has been conducted on the functioning of this school particularly in Narasinghpur Block. That’s why the researcher taking interests in conducting research on the functioning of an Ashram School in Nrasinghpur block near Cuttack district.
Statement of the Problem 
The present study was undertaken to rigorously explore the functioning the school i.e. the facilities available in the school, the teaching learning process. Data were collected from multiple sources by observation, checklist etc. Hence, the present study is entitled as “A Case Study of Ashram Schools in Cuttack District of Odisha: An Exploratory Study.”
Operational Definitions of the Study
Functions: Functions in Ashram schools are linked with the teaching-learning process, the residential schedule, administrative functions and maintenance of quality in food, housing, and campus.
Ashram School: Ashram Schools are those schools where tribal children are provided free lodging and boarding for quality education.
Research Questions
1. How far the infrastructural, physical and human resource facilities are adequate in Brahmapura Sevashram? 
2. How far the classroom process effective in terms of teacher’s efficiency and students’ participation?
Objectives:
1.To study the infrastructural, physical and human resource facilities available in the Ashram school. 
2. To study the teacher’s efficiency and students’ participation in classroom process in the Ashram School.
Methodology
This study aims to examine detail information about the functioning of the school and to study the infrastructural, physical and human resources facilities and to observe the classroom activities in this institution. Taking the rigorous nature of this study in to account a Case study method was employed to obtain an in-depth and holistic data to understand the functioning of the institution.
Population and Sample
In this study sample is equal to population. An Ashram school of Narasinghpur district of Cuttack district of Odisha was constituting the sample. All teachers of this school and all students of  class 6th  and 7th were taken as the sample of the study. The purposive sampling method was used to select the institution.
Data collection tools and technique
Two self-developed tools were used to collect the data. School information schedule or checklist used to check the infrastructural, physical and human resources facilities available in the school. Classroom observation schedule used to observe the student’s participation in learning and teachers’ effectiveness in teaching.
Data Analysis Technique
Analysis of the present investigation was made in conformity with the objectives and research questions as formulated by the investigation. The main purpose of the study was to find out the functioning and availability of facilities of the ashram school. After Collection of the data, the same is put into a tabular from to make the process of analysis and interpretation of the data more understandable. The invigilator was analysed the data with the help of following techniques such as content analysis.
Analysis and Discussion
Objective-1 Infrastructure, Physical and Human resources available at the Brahmapura Sevashram
Infrastructural Facilities in the School
The school complex is located in an accessible geographical area of nearly 1/2 acres of land owned by the government. The institutions have various sections including the academic block, i.e., class rooms, hostel with dining hall, gardens and play ground. The academic and hostel buildings are mostly well-equipped building with proper wall and electricity facilities.
Table-1: Infrastructure available in the schools
	Sl. No
	Type of building
	Quantity

	1
	Office of the HM
	1

	2
	Office for teachers/ staff
	1

	3
	Toilet for boys and girls
	4

	4
	Toilets for teacher
	2

	5
	Library/book bank
	1

	6
	Playground
	1

	7
	Hostel
	2

	8
	Kitchen Room
	1

	9
	Store Room
	1

	10
	Classroom 
	7


*Sources- field based data from the site
From table-1 it was found that the school have sufficient number of classrooms i.e. one for each class, separate toilets for both girls and boys, well-constructed hostels with well-equipped materials, one office room for HM, library, playground, garden, kitchen room and laboratory for science experiment rooms as per the requirement of the school. There are one library, functioning smoothly in which more than one hundred and fifty books are available for students. All these books issued by government. All the rooms are well decorated and well organized. All the classrooms are systematically organized with full of TLM.
Physical Facilities in the School
Apart from the infrastructure the school have many other physical facilities which are given in below
Table-2 physical facilities available in the school 
	Sl No
	Physical facilities
	Quantity

	1
	TLM
	Sufficient

	2
	Chair, Table, Bench, Desk
	Sufficient

	3
	First aid box
	As per requirement

	4
	Fire Extension equipment
	As per requirement

	5
	Electrical Equipment like Light, fan
	Sufficient

	6
	Drinking water
	Sufficient

	7
	Lockers 
	As per requirement

	8
	Blackboard
	Sufficient

	9
	Cycle stand 
	As per requirement

	10
	Utensils/plates 
	Sufficient

	11
	Audio visual Aids  
	Sufficient

	12
	Ramps for disabled children
	Sufficient

	13
	POSCO Box
	As per requirement


*Sources- field based data from the site
From table-2 it was found that the school have well equipped materials for classroom transactions, science experiment, project and play based activity. The school maintain a POSCO Box for the protection of children from sexual offences. And the school maintain a complain box for the students. They can complain, if they feel dissatisfied with the teaching of their teacher or partial behaviour of teacher towards any students. Proper drinking water facilities, cycle stand, blackboard, lockers, are available. For emergency cases there is provision for First aid box when students are injured and Fire Extension equipment for emergency cases etc. 
Human Resources in the School
Human resources or the teaching and non-teaching faculty list are given below
Table-3 Human Resources available in the school
	Sl No
	Human Resources
	Quantity

	1
	All subject teacher
	12 

	2
	Head Master
	1

	3
	Peon
	2

	4
	Cook and Helper
	3

	5
	SMC Committee
	Available

	6
	Students
	180

	7
	Hostel Warden
	2


*Sources- field based data from the site
From table-3 it was found that the school have enough number of teaching staff including subject teacher and headmaster, a group of non-teaching staff by management including Cook, Peon and Helper, and one clerk for administrative work
Objective-2 Teacher's efficiency and Student's participation in classroom process of Brahmapura Sevashram
From the data collected in observation by the researcher it was found that students were taking interest in the class and they were actively participating in the discussion. Just to know whether the students were attentively listening to the teacher or not the teacher ask some random questions to the students that’s why the students are always attentive. As per the requirement of the subject the teacher used maximum teaching learning material to engage the students understand the subject matter in a meaningful way. Sometimes students also asking questions to get more information beyond the topic of discussion which the teacher encouraged without any hesitation. Teacher giving homework regularly to the students for follow-up and as per their performance she/ he given remedy to the students. 
Teachers having mastery in content knowledge and pedagogy which shows the teachers efficacy in teaching learning process. And students were very enthusiastic to know beyond the textbook that suggest the students were interestingly participating in the discussion in classroom as well as group discussion in outside the classroom
Major findings of the study 
A brief regarding infrastructural, physical and human resource of that school consists of physical resources in schools include furniture, equipment, and supplies necessary for learning and teaching. This includes desks, chairs, books, and educational materials. As per the findings the Ashram Schools have sufficient number of facilities. This School have proper trained and qualified teachers to provide students with quality education and services. The school have well equipped sports material, innovative TLMs. These facilities and resources support the student’s growth and provide safe and supportive environment for students to learn and grow. The school have hostel facilities with toilet and bathroom attached and other necessities. Students were participating in several sports in the school and outside the school. The students of this school awarded in the block level, district level, and state level also. According to the observation the classroom environment is very well maintained by teachers. Teachers were using smart boards, different TLMs to make the teaching learning process more effective. Overall classrooms were well organized and furnished.
Recommendations and Suggestions for Further study
 The study will help other researcher to get an insight into conducting study on optional system. 1. Moreover, it can include other NGOs child care institutions, Balashram, Kanyashram, and such type of Ashram school. 
2. Further, a huge number of samples may be investigated for greater depth investigation and study. 
3. since education is highlighted as a tool for promoting social and personal development of children. Studying education could be beneficial. You could explore the theory and practice of teaching and learning, curriculum design, and educational policy to better understand how education and curricular and infrastructural facilities can be leveraged to address social inequalities. 
4. To deepen your understanding of children, their cultural practices, and social structures, in-depth case study could consider studying anthropology.
Educational Implications 
1. This study a greater relevance for schools, students, educationists and Teachers. to enhance their knowledge about the Ashram School and their functioning in the present era. 
2.The findings of the study will help further researchers and literary for gaining more knowledge about the school and also interested for further researches
Conclusion
 It was concluded that the schools were very good at most of the necessary things. The needs to invest more on this type of ashram school for the betterment of the tribal students. The parents are need to more aware about this type of school and send their children to the school. Though the facilities adequate and up to date library needs to add more books and teacher should focus on the co-curricular activities of the students. This type of schools should be opened in large number in India so that education should be accessible to each and every child. The study opines to improve the quality of education a fresh focus on culture and geographically specific tribal education policies is the need of the hour. Also, this study found that required changes need to be incorporated in the methodology of teaching mathematics to enhance the learning ability of the students which focus on the cognitive, ability, critical thinking and creative thinking of the students and personality development of the tribal students.
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