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	FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments

	· Some sentences are more complex. Thus, the author should use simple sentence patterns to express the idea.
· The author should reattach all figures clearly. Readers could not properly go through the figures.
· The author should clearly mention the research, the main objective, and sub objectives.
· The author used a buffer zone for the lake. Accordingly, the radius of the buffer zone must be mentioned and justified properly.
· The author should choose a proper data representation method/s
For instance, multiple bar charts can be used for Table 2. Class-wise area (Km²) for each analysed year 
· The author attempted to eliminate the previous shortcomings in the paper. 
	We thank the reviewers for giving constructive feedbacks to improve and strengthen the manuscript.
· The manuscript has been revised to simplify complex sentence structures and improve clarity and readability throughout the text.

· All figures have been replaced with high-resolution versions, and formatting, legends, and captions have been standardised to ensure clarity and professional presentation. The figures in jpg files are also attached.

· The research aim, main objective, and specific sub-objectives have now been included in the Introduction section for improved structural transparency.

· We respectfully clarify that no fixed buffer zone was used; the lake catchment was delineated using a DEM-based hydrological approach, and this clarification has been added to the Methodology section.

· A grouped bar chart has been incorporated to enhance the graphical representation of class-wise LULC area changes and improve data interpretation.

· All previously identified shortcomings have been carefully addressed in the revised manuscript.
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