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Constraints and Suggestions Expressed by Flower Growers in Chikkaballapur district

 

ABSTRACT
Floriculture plays a vital role in the horticulture sector of Karnataka, particularly in districts like Chikkaballapur where commercial flower cultivation is widely practiced. The present study was conducted in Chikkaballapur and Shidlaghatta taluks with a total sample of 120 flower growers, comprising 60 chrysanthemum growers and 60 gladiolus growers selected through random sampling. Data were collected using a structured interview schedule and analysed using frequency, percentage and rank-based methods. The findings revealed that high cost of inputs and planting materials, non-availability of labour, high wage rates, and inadequate irrigation were the major production constraints. Financial problems such as untimely credit, inadequate subsidies and complicated loan procedures further limited smooth cultivation. Marketing-related constraints including price fluctuation, high transportation cost, lack of transport facilities, perishability of flowers and middlemen exploitation also affected farmer profitability. Growers suggested timely supply of quality inputs, increased subsidies, effective marketing systems, formation of co-operatives, adoption of mechanization, provision of cold storage facilities and establishment of nearby markets to overcome these challenges. The study highlights the need for strengthened institutional support and improved infrastructure to enhance the sustainability and profitability of flower cultivation in the region.
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1.INTRODUCTION
Agriculture constitutes a cornerstone of the Indian economy, serving as a fundamental source of livelihood, employment and national development. Despite rapid industrialization and the expanding dominance of the service sector, agriculture continues to retain a significant role by contributing approximately 17–18 per cent to the national Gross Domestic Product (GDP). It sustains nearly 58 per cent of the population, particularly in rural regions where farming remains the primary occupation. In India, Horticulture crops cover an area of 29.27 million hectare with a production of about 367.72 MT, in the year 2024-25 (Anonymous, 2025).
India has made remarkable advancements in floriculture, especially in the cultivation of flowers, which hold substantial export potential. Floriculture during.2024-25 covered an area of 371.86 thousand hectares with production of 2608.85 thousand MT of loose flowers and 831.42 thousand MT of cut flowers (Anonymous, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Hlk182896820]Karnataka is widely regarded as the hub of floriculture in India, accounting for a significant portion of the nation’s flower production and exports. In Karnataka total area under floriculture is 26.07 thousand hectare whereas, loose flowers and cut flowers production is 264.71 thousand MT and 26.08 thousand MT respectively. According to 2023-24 annual report Karnataka state ranks second after Tamil Nadu in total area under commercial flower production which includes 42.83 thousand hectares of area. 
Flower cultivation in Karnataka, especially in districts like Chikkaballapur, faces persistent challenges including declining soil fertility, frequent pest and disease incidence, and limited adoption of improved technologies. High input costs, poor access to quality planting materials, and labour shortages further constrain production, while price instability, inadequate post-harvest facilities, and unorganized markets reduce profitability. These combined constraints limit productivity and undermine the sustainability of commercial flower cultivation in the region. Addressing these challenges through strengthened research support, targeted policy interventions, and farmer-oriented technological solutions is essential to improve productivity, enhance profitability, and ensure sustainable livelihoods for flower growers in the region.
This manuscript is important to the scientific community as it provides field-based evidence on the socio-economic, technical and institutional constraints faced by flower growers in the Chikkaballapur district, a region with significant floricultural potential. By systematically documenting growers’ suggestions alongside their challenges, the study offers practical insights that can inform the design of location-specific extension strategies, policy interventions and support services. The findings contribute to the broader literature on sustainable floriculture by highlighting ground-level realities that are often underrepresented in macro-level analyses. Additionally, the study can serve as a reference for researchers, development practitioners and policymakers aiming to enhance productivity, income stability, and resilience in smallholder-based horticultural systems
1.1 Objective of the Study

· To identify the major constraints in flower cultivation and to seek suggestions from flower growers
2. METHODOLOGY
The study was conducted in Chikkaballapur district of Karnataka state. Two taluks i.e., Chikkaballapur and Shidlaghatta were selected for the study. Further, eight villages were selected from Chikkaballapur district, comprising four gladiolus-growing (Kathreguppe, Angarekanahalli, Kadadibburu, Malarukunte) and four chrysanthemum-growing villages (Muttur, Aanur, Hunsenahalli, Taladummanahalli). From each village 15 respondants were randomly selected. Thus, 60 gladiolus growers and 60 chrysanthemum growers which constitutes 120 farmers were considered.
The personal interview schedule was prepared in light of the decided objectives and variables undertaken. Constraints and suggestions were measured by close-ended responses of the respondents with the help of a pre-tested schedule developed for the purpose. The data were collected through personal interviews with the help of a survey schedule. The data were analyzed and find out the percentage, frequency and rank order. An ex-post facto research design with simple random sampling technique was adopted to carry out the study.
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The major constraints encountered by the chrysanthemum and gladiolus growers are summarized. These constraints are grouped into three broad categories, namely production, financial and marketing constraints.
3.1 Production constraints perceived by flower growers
The production-related problems faced by flower growers in Chikkaballapur district were analysed and the results are presented in Table 1. The findings indicate that both chrysanthemum and gladiolus growers experience multiple constraints that influence their productivity and overall economic returns.
Among Chrysanthemum growers, the high cost of inputs was identified as the most serious constraint, reported by 85.00 per cent of the respondents and ranked first. The increasing prices of fertilizers, plant protection chemicals and other essential inputs create a financial burden on growers and directly raise the cost of cultivation. The second major constraint was the non-availability of labour (81.67%), highlighting the labour-intensive nature of chrysanthemum cultivation and the difficulty in securing adequate labour during critical field operations.The high cost of planting materials was also perceived as a significant issue (65.00%) and ranked third, as good-quality cuttings and planting stock are essential but often expensive. A similar proportion of growers (65.00%) expressed concerns about high wages for labour, which adds further pressure on production expenditure. Inadequate irrigation sources ranked fifth (56.67%), indicating that a considerable share of farmers still depend on uncertain water supplies, affecting the sustainability of flower production. 
For Gladiolus growers, the high cost of planting materials was the most prominent constraint (80.00%), as corms constitute a major investment in gladiolus cultivation. he high cost of inputs ranked second with 78.33 per cent of growers reporting it, showing that the problem of escalating input prices is common across both flower types. High wages for labour ranked third (71.66%), while non-availability of labour ranked fourth (68.33%), indicating that growers struggle with both the cost and the availability of labour for operations such as planting, weeding and harvesting. Inadequate irrigation facilities was the least-ranked constraint (33.32%), yet it still affects a substantial proportion of growers.
Overall, the findings suggest that rising input costs, expensive planting materials and labour shortages are the dominant production challenges for flower growers in the district. These issues increase production costs and reduce profit margins, which may discourage expansion of flower cultivation. Sai Tejashree et al. (2024), Mali et al.( 2020), Verma et al. (2020), Wongnaa et al. (2019), Chigadolli et al. (2024), Singh et al, (2022)
3.2 Financial constraints perceived by flower growers
Table 2 shows that flower growers face several financial difficulties that limit smooth production. For Chrysanthemum growers, the major issue was the non-availability of timely credit (78.33%). Many farmers reported delays in loan sanctioning, which affects their ability to purchase inputs during critical stages. Inadequate subsidy (63.33%) was the next concern, as existing support does not match the high cost of planting materials and inputs used in floriculture.The cumbersome loan procedure (53.33%) also troubled farmers due to lengthy documentation and repeated bank visits. High interest rates (33.33%) were an additional burden for those depending on borrowed capital.
Among Gladiolus growers, inadequate subsidy was the top constraint (85.00%), mainly because bulb-based cultivation requires higher investment. This was followed by a complicated loan process (80.08%), which discourages many growers from availing institutional credit. Lack of timely credit (70.00%) further affects their ability to meet seasonal expenses, while high interest rates (36.66%) add to their financial stress.
Overall, the results indicate that delay in credit, insufficient subsidy and complex loan procedures are the major financial hurdles restricting both Chrysanthemum and Gladiolus growers. Sai Tejashree et al. (2024), Jeya R and Sivaperumal R (2019), Singh et al. (2022), Giritharan N and Selvarani G. (2024)
3.3 Marketing constraints perceived by flower growers
Table 3 highlights the major marketing challenges faced by Chrysanthemum and Gladiolus growers in the district. For Chrysanthemum growers, the most prominent constraint was the lack of transportation facilities (81.66%). Many growers reported difficulty in accessing reliable vehicles to transport flowers to markets, which affects timely marketing. This was followed by price fluctuation (55%), indicating that unstable market prices make it hard for growers to predict income. High transportation cost (43.33%) also burdened farmers, especially those selling produce to distant markets. The perishable nature of flowers (36.66%) ranked fourth, as delays in marketing can lead to quality loss. Exploitation by middlemen (26.66%) was the least but still notable concern, as many growers depend on intermediaries due to limited market access.
For Gladiolus growers, the high perishability of the crop was the most serious issue (83.33%) as gladiolus spikes lose freshness quickly, making fast and efficient marketing essential. High transportation cost ranked second (75%), reflecting increased fuel charges and dependence on private transport. Exploitation by middlemen (68.33%) was another major issue, as growers often receive lower prices due to intermediaries controlling market channels. Price fluctuation (55%) also affected their income stability. Lack of transport facilities ranked lowest (16.67%), indicating that although transport options exist, the costs associated with them remain high. Pandit and Basak (2013), Kumud et al. (2022), Simarjit and Gurvinder (2019), Wani et al. (2017), Dhurwey et al. (2015), More et al. (2021).
3.4 Suggestions expressed by flower growers to overcome the constraints
The table depicts that chrysanthemum and gladiolus growers assign varying levels of importance to measures that could strengthen their production and marketing systems. For chrysanthemum growers, increasing incentives and subsidies was identified as the top priority, ranked first (83.33%), demonstrating that financial support is viewed as the most essential requirement for sustaining and expanding cultivation. This was followed by the need for an effective and efficient marketing system, ranked second (78.33%), indicating persistent concerns related to price instability and limited access to organized markets.
Among gladiolus growers, the formation of co-operatives emerged as the foremost recommendation, ranked first (90.00%), suggesting that collective marketing structures are perceived as the most effective means for enhancing bargaining power and ensuring fair prices. Their next major requirement was enhanced incentives and subsidies, ranked second (70.00%), signifying the relevance of financial assistance across both crop growers.
Both groups acknowledged the role of technology, as evidenced by chrysanthemum growers placing mechanization in the third rank (63.33%) and gladiolus growers assigning it the fourth rank (60.00%). This reflects shared challenges related to labour costs and the need for improved operational efficiency. The establishment of cold-storage facilities was regarded as moderately important by both groups, with chrysanthemum and gladiolus growers placing it in the fifth rank (46.66% and 56.66%, respectively).
A clear distinction appears in the preference for local market access. Gladiolus growers ranked the establishment of nearby markets in the third position (63.33%), suggesting significant concerns regarding transportation distance and marketing convenience. Pachpute and Shelke (2022), Nigade et al. (2023), Parmar et al. (2017), Rajesh (2020), 
Table 1: Production constraints perceived by flower growers
(n=120)                
	Sl. No
	Constraints
	Chrysanthemum growers
𝑛1= 60
	Gladiolus Growers
𝑛2= 60

	
	
	f
	%
	Rank
	f
	%
	Rank

	I
	 Production constraints

	1
	 High cost of planting materials
	39
	65.00
	III
	48
	80.08
	I

	2
	 High cost of inputs
	51
	85.00
	I
	47
	78.33
	II

	3
	 Non- availability of labours
	49
	81.67
	II
	41
	68.33
	IV

	4
	 High wages for labours
	39
	65.00
	III
	43
	71.66
	III

	5
	 Inadequate irrigation source
	34
	56.67
	V
	20
	33.32
	V



Table 2: Financial constraints perceived by flower growers
(n=120)                
	Sl. No
	Constraints
	Chrysanthemum growers
𝑛1= 60
	Gladiolus Growers
𝑛2= 60

	
	
	f
	%
	Rank
	f
	%
	Rank

	II
	 Financial constraints

	1
	Non-availability of credit in time
	47
	78.33
	I
	42
	70.00
	III

	2
	 Inadequate subsidy
	38
	63.33
	II
	51
	85.00
	I

	3
	Cumbersome procedure to avail loan
	32
	53.33
	III
	48
	80.08
	II

	4
	 High interest rate on loan
	20
	33.33
	IV
	34
	36.66
	IV



Table 3: Marketing constraints perceived by flower growers
(n=120)                
	Sl. No
	Constraints
	Chrysanthemum growers
𝑛1= 60
	Gladiolus Growers
𝑛2= 60

	
	
	f
	%
	Rank
	f
	%
	Rank

	III
	 Marketing constraints

	1
	 Perishability of the crop
	22
	36.66
	IV
	50
	83.33
	I

	2
	 Exploitation by middlemen
	16
	26.66
	V
	41
	68.33
	III

	3
	 Fluctuation of prices
	33
	55.00
	II
	33
	55.00
	IV

	4
	 Lack of transportation facilities
	49
	81.66
	I
	10
	16.67
	V

	5
	 High transportation cost
	26
	43.33
	III
	45
	75.00
	II






Table 4: Suggestions expressed by flower growers to overcome the constraints
(n=120)                
	Sl. No
	Suggestions
	Chrysanthemum growers
𝑛1= 60
	Gladiolus growers
𝑛2= 60

	
	
	f
	%
	Rank
	f
	%
	Rank

	1
	Effective and efficient marketing   system
	47
	78.33
	II
	28
	46.66
	VI

	2
	Establishment of cold storage facility at various points of production
	28
	46.66
	V
	34
	56.66
	V

	3
	Increase incentives and subsidies to encourage flower production
	50
	83.33
	I
	42
	70.00
	II

	4
	Formation of co-operatives to ensure stable     prices for the produce
	37
	61.66
	IV
	54
	90.00
	I

	5
	Use of mechanization to reduce labour need
	38
	63.33
	III
	36
	60.00
	IV

	6
	Establishing nearby markets to reduce transportation costs.
	0
	0.00
	VI
	38
	63.33
	III



4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
1. Majority of the flower growers expressed marketing-related constraints including price fluctuations, middlemen exploitation and high transportation costs. Hence, the formation of Flower Grower’s Cooperatives and Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) should be encouraged to enable collective marketing, bulk input purchase and fair price realization. Establishing cold storage units, collection and grading centers, and better transport facilities in major flower-producing clusters will help minimize post-harvest losses and enhance marketing efficiency.

2. Enhanced subsidies and effective crop insurance coverage would help to reduce the production risks such as high cost of planting materials and inputs. Thus safeguard farmers against losses due to crop failure and ensure greater financial stability in cultivation.       
5. CONCLUSIONS
The study briefed about the constraints faced by respondents in the study area. It was found that greater extent of flower growers expressed high wages high cost of input and planting material, non-availability of labour, inadequate subsidy, fluctuation of market prices as major constraints faced by them so there is need for timely supply of quality inputs, planting materials, and labour-saving technologies to reduce production costs for flower growers. Strengthening government support through adequate subsidies can help farmers manage rising input prices.
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