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Abstract
The global transition toward renewable energy is fundamentally reshaping power systems, introducing challenges related to variability, reduced inertia, and the growing need for operational flexibility. Energy storage systems (ESS) and microgrids have emerged as key enablers for reliable and resilient renewable integration, providing services such as energy shifting, frequency regulation, voltage support, and islanded operation. Despite significant progress, existing literature often treats materials innovation and system-level grid operation in isolation, limiting a holistic understanding of their combined impact. This review presents an integrated perspective on renewable energy sources, energy storage, and microgrid architectures, with emphasis on hierarchical and data-driven control strategies and energy management frameworks. It highlights the role of polymer-based materials in enhancing the safety, durability, and lifecycle performance of storage systems, and examines emerging trends including grid-forming inverters, hybrid storage configurations, and autonomous microgrids. By bridging materials science, power electronics, and control engineering, this work provides both researchers and practitioners with a structured knowledge base that supports resilient grid planning, informed policy development, and the deployment of sustainable, renewable-dominated power systems.
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1. Introduction
The global energy sector is undergoing a rapid and structurally significant transition driven by the urgency of climate change mitigation, advances in clean energy technologies, and sustained policy support for decarbonization (Adeyinka et al., 2024). Variable renewable energy sources, particularly solar photovoltaic and wind power, have become central to this transition and now represent the fastest-growing segments of electricity generation worldwide(Su’ait et al., 2025). Their continued expansion is essential for achieving net-zero emission targets and enhancing energy security. However, the large-scale integration of these resources is fundamentally reshaping power system operation and exposing limitations in grids that were originally designed around centralized, controllable, and inertia-rich generation(Zahid et al., 2025).
A defining challenge of renewable-dominated power systems lies in the intrinsic variability and partial unpredictability of renewable generation. The temporal decoupling between resource availability and electricity demand introduces persistent balancing challenges and increases dependence on system flexibility (Tan et al., 2013). At the same time, the displacement of conventional synchronous generators reduces system inertia, resulting in faster frequency dynamics and heightened sensitivity to disturbances (Kiasari et al., 2024). These changes strain existing operational practices, widen flexibility gaps, and complicate the provision of essential grid services such as frequency regulation, voltage control, and reserve adequacy, particularly under conditions of high renewable penetration(Olasoji et al., 2024; Samala & Bethi, 2025).
Energy storage systems and microgrids have emerged as cornerstone solutions for addressing these challenges and enabling the reliable integration of renewable energy at scale(Enasel & Dumitrascu, 2025). Energy storage systems provide temporal and spatial flexibility by decoupling generation from consumption, thereby facilitating energy shifting, smoothing power fluctuations, and delivering fast-response ancillary services (Senapati et al., 2019; Ojo et al., 2025). Microgrids, as coordinated clusters of distributed energy resources, loads, and control systems, offer a complementary architectural framework that enables localized balancing, enhances resilience, and supports both grid-connected and islanded operation(Enasel & Dumitrascu, 2025; Liu et al., 2025). Together, energy storage and microgrids represent critical building blocks for future power systems characterized by high renewable penetration and increased decentralization.
An increasingly important yet often underemphasized dimension of this transition is the role of materials innovation in enabling advances in energy storage and grid-interfacing technologies. In particular, developments in polymer science have contributed significantly to improvements in the performance, safety, and durability of energy storage systems(Kumar et al., 2024; Liu & Su, 2008). Polymers are integral to key battery components, including electrolytes, separators, binders, and encapsulation materials, and play a growing role in emerging storage technologies and power electronic interfaces(Zhou et al., 2025). These materials-level innovations directly influence system-level attributes such as reliability, lifecycle performance, and operational flexibility, yet they are rarely discussed within the broader context of grid integration(Yadav & Anand, 2025).
Existing literature on renewable energy integration reflects a degree of fragmentation, with power systems studies, storage technology reviews, and materials-focused research often progressing along parallel but weakly connected trajectories (Miah et al., 2022). As a result, the implications of materials-level advances for grid-scale deployment and control strategies remain insufficiently explored. This review seeks to address this gap by providing an integrated and forward-looking synthesis of renewable energy integration with energy storage and microgrids. The paper emphasizes control and energy management frameworks while incorporating a targeted discussion of polymer-enabled innovations in energy storage and grid components. By bridging materials science and power systems perspectives, the review aims to clarify current capabilities, identify unresolved challenges, and outline research and deployment pathways for resilient and sustainable renewable-rich power systems.
While numerous reviews have addressed renewable energy integration, energy storage technologies, and microgrid control independently, relatively few studies have examined the combined impact of materials innovation and system-level operation in a unified framework. In particular, the role of polymer-enabled components in shaping the safety, durability, and operational flexibility of storage systems is rarely discussed in direct connection with grid stability and control requirements. This review addresses this gap by integrating perspectives from polymer science, power electronics, and power system engineering, with a specific focus on low-inertia grids, storage-enabled flexibility, and microgrid control strategies. By linking material-level advances to grid and microgrid performance, the paper provides a holistic reference for the design and operation of resilient renewable-dominated power systems.


2. Grid Integration Challenges in Renewable-Dominated Power Systems
The transition toward renewable-dominated power systems introduces a set of interrelated technical and operational challenges that extend beyond the simple substitution of conventional generation with low-carbon alternatives. As variable renewable energy sources increasingly supply a substantial share of electricity demand, the fundamental assumptions underpinning power system planning, operation, and control are being redefined. These challenges are most evident in the areas of system flexibility, dynamic stability, and network operation, all of which must be addressed to ensure reliable and secure grid performance(Kabeyi & Olanrewaju, 2022).
2.1 Variability, Uncertainty, and Flexibility Requirements
A primary challenge associated with high penetration of renewable energy is the temporal mismatch between electricity generation and demand. Solar and wind resources exhibit variability across multiple timescales, ranging from sub-minute fluctuations to seasonal trends, while electricity demand follows patterns driven by human activity, economic conditions, and climatic factors. This misalignment reduces the effective dispatchability of generation and increases reliance on system-level flexibility to maintain supply–demand balance(Che et al., 2025).
Forecasting techniques for renewable generation have improved significantly through advances in meteorological modeling and data analytics; however, residual uncertainty remains unavoidable. Forecast errors, particularly at short time horizons and during extreme weather events, complicate operational decision-making and increase the need for operating reserves. As renewable penetration rises, the conventional generators that traditionally provided flexibility through ramping and reserve services are increasingly displaced, narrowing the available flexibility margin. The resulting dependence on a smaller pool of flexible assets elevates system costs, increases renewable curtailment, and heightens the risk of imbalance under stressed conditions. These dynamics underscore the necessity of alternative flexibility resources capable of responding rapidly and reliably to fluctuations in net load(Yan et al., 2022).
2.2 Stability and Power Quality in Low-Inertia Grids
The widespread deployment of renewable energy resources has profound implications for power system stability, particularly as inverter-based generation replaces synchronous machines. Conventional power systems benefit from the inherent rotational inertia of large generators, which moderates frequency deviations following disturbances. In contrast, inverter-dominated systems exhibit reduced physical inertia, leading to faster rates of change of frequency and deeper frequency excursions after sudden imbalances(Waskito et al., 2025). This reduced inertial response shortens the available response time for corrective control actions and increases the likelihood of frequency instability if adequate mitigation measures are not in place(Fasasi & Adeniyi, 2025).
In high-renewable power systems, effective system inertia can be reduced by more than 50% compared to conventional synchronous generation-dominated grids, leading to significantly higher rates of change of frequency and reduced stability margins(Olasoji et al., 2024). Such conditions shorten the available response time for primary frequency control and increase dependence on fast-acting inverter-based resources and energy storage systems to maintain secure operation(Opara et al., 2025).

Voltage regulation and power quality are similarly affected, especially in distribution networks with high concentrations of distributed renewable generation. Bidirectional power flows and localized generation can result in voltage rise, increased voltage variability, and heightened sensitivity to disturbances. Moreover, the extensive use of power electronic converters introduces harmonics and electromagnetic interference, which can compromise equipment performance and network reliability if not properly managed. Ensuring acceptable power quality in such environments requires advanced inverter functionalities, coordinated control strategies, and enhanced standards for electromagnetic compatibility(Diahovchenko et al., 2025).
2.3 Network and Operational Constraints
From a network perspective, renewable-dominated power systems face both transmission- and distribution-level constraints. At the transmission level, large-scale renewable projects are often located far from load centers, increasing congestion and stressing existing corridors. At the distribution level, the proliferation of distributed generation challenges infrastructure originally designed for unidirectional power flow, leading to protection coordination issues and reduced fault detection sensitivity(Panda et al., 2023). These changes complicate system observability and limit the effectiveness of traditional protection and control schemes.
Addressing these challenges necessitates a shift toward more distributed and modular solutions that can localize balancing and enhance operational resilience. Energy storage systems, microgrids, and advanced control architectures offer pathways to mitigate congestion, manage bidirectional flows, and improve protection performance. However, their successful deployment depends on coherent integration strategies that account for both system-level requirements and the evolving technological characteristics of renewable-dominated grids.

3. Energy Storage Systems for Grid and Microgrid Applications
Energy storage systems have become indispensable components of modern power systems as renewable energy penetration increases and operational flexibility becomes a defining requirement for reliability. In both grid-scale and microgrid contexts, storage technologies enable a range of services that extend well beyond energy arbitrage, supporting dynamic stability, power quality, and system resilience. The suitability of a given storage technology for these applications is determined not only by its energy and power characteristics, but also by its response speed, durability, safety, and integration compatibility, all of which have direct implications for grid operation(Enasel & Dumitrascu, 2025; Liu et al., 2025).
3.1 Overview of Grid-Oriented Energy Storage Functions
From a system perspective, energy storage performs multiple, often overlapping, functions. Energy shifting allows excess renewable generation to be stored during periods of high availability and released during periods of higher demand, mitigating curtailment and reducing reliance on peaking generation. Storage systems also play a critical role in frequency regulation by providing rapid power injection or absorption in response to imbalances, a capability that is particularly valuable in low-inertia grids. At the distribution level, storage contributes to voltage support and congestion management by modulating local power flows and providing reactive power support through power electronic interfaces(Jafarizadeh et al., 2024).
In resilience-oriented applications, energy storage enhances the ability of microgrids to operate autonomously during grid disturbances, supporting critical loads and enabling black-start capabilities. The effectiveness of storage in these roles is commonly evaluated using performance metrics such as energy and power density, round-trip efficiency, response time, cycle life, degradation rate, safety characteristics, and lifecycle cost. For grid integration, these metrics must be considered in conjunction with system-level requirements, including reliability, scalability, and compatibility with control and energy management frameworks(Billanes et al., 2025).
The suitability of energy storage systems for these grid services depends not only on their rated energy and power capacity but also on response time, degradation characteristics, and cycle life. Fast-response storage with high cycle durability is particularly critical for frequency regulation and microgrid islanded operation, where repeated charge–discharge cycles and rapid power modulation are required to maintain stability and reliability(Lateef & Awwal, 2025b).

3.2 Electrochemical Energy Storage Technologies
Electrochemical energy storage technologies currently dominate grid-connected and microgrid applications due to their high efficiency, fast response, and modularity. Lithium-ion batteries have emerged as the prevailing technology, benefiting from decades of development driven by consumer electronics and electric vehicle markets. Their favorable energy and power densities, declining costs, and mature manufacturing supply chains have facilitated widespread deployment across utility-scale storage projects and distributed energy systems(Ngoy et al., 2025).
Nevertheless, limitations related to safety, resource availability, and long-term sustainability have motivated interest in alternative electrochemical technologies. Sodium-ion batteries offer the potential for lower material costs and improved resource abundance, making them attractive for large-scale stationary applications. Solid-state batteries aim to enhance safety and energy density by replacing flammable liquid electrolytes with solid materials, although challenges related to interfacial resistance and scalability remain. Redox flow batteries represent another promising class, particularly for long-duration storage, as their decoupled energy and power capacities enable flexible system design and extended cycle life. Each of these technologies presents distinct trade-offs that influence their suitability for specific grid and microgrid services(Mashfy et al., 2026).
Table 1 provides a comparative overview of the most widely used and emerging electrochemical energy storage technologies, highlighting key performance metrics, safety characteristics, and grid service suitability. In addition to conventional parameters such as energy and power density, this table emphasizes the role of polymer-enabled components including electrolytes, binders, separators, and encapsulation materials in enhancing safety, cycle life, and operational reliability. By linking material innovations directly to system-level performance, the table provides a foundation for understanding how polymers can improve the deployment and integration of storage systems within microgrids and larger grid architectures. The following subsection elaborates on these polymer-enabled contributions in detail.”
Despite their widespread adoption, lithium-ion batteries face challenges related to thermal safety, degradation under high cycling rates, and resource sustainability, particularly in long-term stationary applications. These limitations have motivated increasing interest in alternative technologies such as sodium-ion and redox flow batteries, which offer improved safety, longer cycle life, and greater material abundance, albeit at the expense of lower energy density or larger physical footprint. These trade-offs must be carefully considered when selecting storage technologies for specific grid and microgrid services(Awwal & Lateef, 2025).


Table 1: Comparative Overview of Energy Storage Technologies with Polymer-Enabled Enhancements and Grid Service Suitability
	Technology
	Energy Density
	Power Density
	Safety
	Cycle Life
	Polymer Role
	Grid Service Suitability
	Notes/Novelty

	Lithium-Ion
	High
	Medium-High
	Moderate
	Moderate
	Electrolytes, binders, and separators
	Frequency regulation, energy shifting, voltage support
	Widely deployed; polymer improvements enhance safety & lifecycle(Nzereogu et al., 2025)

	Solid-State
	Very High
	Medium
	High
	High
	Solid polymer electrolytes, separators
	Long-duration storage, microgrid resilience
	Emerging polymer interface optimization is critical(Enasel & Dumitrascu, 2025)

	Sodium-Ion
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High
	Binders, gel electrolytes
	Load leveling, energy shifting
	Cost-effective alternative with polymer-enabled safety(Mashfy et al., 2026)

	Redox Flow
	Medium
	Low
	High
	Very High
	Polymer membranes, encapsulation
	Long-duration storage, microgrid flexibility
	Scalable; polymers improve efficiency and durability(Enasel & Dumitrascu, 2025)

	Supercapacitor
	Low
	Very High
	High
	Very High
	Conductive polymers, encapsulation
	Short-term smoothing, frequency support
	Complementary in hybrid architectures(Tadesse et al., 2024)



3.3 Role of Polymers in Energy Storage Systems
Polymers play a foundational role in enabling the performance, safety, and durability of electrochemical energy storage systems, yet their system-level significance is often underappreciated in grid integration discussions. Polymer electrolytes and gel polymer electrolytes have received considerable attention as safer alternatives to conventional liquid electrolytes, offering improved thermal stability, reduced leakage risk, and enhanced compatibility with high-energy electrode materials. These attributes are particularly relevant for stationary storage installations, where safety and long-term reliability are paramount(Ahmed et al., 2024).
Polymer binders and separators are equally critical, influencing ionic transport, electrode integrity, and mechanical stability during repeated charge–discharge cycles. Advances in polymer chemistry have enabled separators with improved porosity control, thermal shutdown characteristics, and chemical resistance, directly contributing to enhanced cycle life and operational safety. Conductive and redox-active polymers have also emerged as functional materials in next-generation batteries and supercapacitors, providing opportunities to tailor electrochemical performance while maintaining mechanical flexibility and processability(Lee et al., 2023).
In flow battery systems, polymer-based membranes govern ion selectivity, crossover rates, and overall efficiency, with direct implications for energy efficiency and system longevity. Beyond performance considerations, polymer materials play an important role in determining the scalability, recyclability, and environmental footprint of storage technologies. As grid-scale deployment accelerates, polymer design choices increasingly influence lifecycle performance and the feasibility of sustainable, circular energy storage systems(Wong et al., 2025).
The impact of polymer-enabled components on energy storage system performance is summarized in Figure 1. The radar chart compares conventional and polymer-enhanced systems across key metrics, including cycle life, thermal stability, safety, energy efficiency, and sustainability. Insets highlight the specific polymer-based components, electrolytes, separators, and encapsulation materials, illustrating how material innovations translate to improved system-level performance and reliability.”
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Figure 1. Polymer-Enabled Energy Storage Impact on System Performance. The figure compares conventional and polymer-enhanced energy storage systems across five critical metrics: cycle life, safety (thermal stability), energy efficiency, operational reliability, and sustainability/scalability. Polymer-enabled components including electrolytes, separators, and encapsulation materials contribute to improvements in performance, safety, and long-term operational reliability. The radar chart visually conveys how materials innovation directly influences system-level outcomes relevant to grid and microgrid integration.
The influence of polymer-enabled components extends beyond cell-level performance to system-level grid operation. For example, polymer electrolytes with enhanced thermal stability reduce the risk of thermal runaway, improving the reliability of storage systems during islanded microgrid operation. Similarly, advanced polymer separators and binders enhance cycle life and mechanical integrity, enabling sustained high-frequency cycling for ancillary services such as frequency regulation. These material-level improvements translate directly into improved availability, safety, and operational flexibility at the grid and microgrid level(Lateef & Awwal, 2025a).
3.4 Hybrid and Modular Storage Architectures
No single storage technology optimally satisfies all grid and microgrid requirements, prompting growing interest in hybrid energy storage systems that combine complementary technologies within a unified architecture. By integrating high-energy and high-power storage components, hybrid systems can simultaneously address long-duration energy shifting and fast transient response. Modular storage designs further enhance deployment flexibility, enabling incremental capacity expansion and localized integration within microgrids(Aslam et al., 2025; Enabulele et al., 2025).
For microgrid applications in particular, hybrid and modular storage architectures support resilient operation under diverse load and generation conditions. The integration of polymer-enabled storage technologies within these architectures offers additional benefits in terms of safety, durability, and design adaptability, reinforcing the role of materials innovation as a critical enabler of advanced grid and microgrid energy storage solutions.
In low-inertia power systems, hybrid storage architectures are particularly valuable, as they combine fast-responding devices for frequency stabilization with high-energy components for longer-duration balancing. This complementary operation enhances system resilience and reduces stress on individual storage technologies, supporting stable and efficient operation in renewable-dominated grids and microgrids(Enabulele et al., 2025).

4. Microgrid Architectures and Renewable–Storage Coupling
Microgrids have emerged as a key architectural paradigm for integrating renewable energy and energy storage in a manner that enhances flexibility, resilience, and local controllability. By aggregating distributed generation, storage, and loads within a defined electrical boundary, microgrids enable coordinated operation that can respond dynamically to both local conditions and broader grid requirements. Their increasing deployment reflects a growing recognition that decentralized solutions are essential complements to large-scale grid infrastructure in renewable-dominated power systems(Bielecki et al., 2025).
4.1 Microgrid Concepts and Operating Modes
At a fundamental level, a microgrid is characterized by its ability to operate in both grid-connected and islanded modes. In grid-connected operation, the microgrid exchanges power with the utility network, optimizing local resource utilization while supporting the broader system through services such as peak shaving, voltage regulation, and ancillary service provision. In islanded mode, the microgrid disconnects from the main grid and relies on internal generation and storage to maintain supply to connected loads, a capability that is critical for resilience during grid outages or extreme events(Bielecki et al., 2025).
As renewable penetration increases, microgrids become increasingly dominated by inverter-based resources with limited inherent inertia and fault current contribution. Under these conditions, the coordinated integration of energy storage, advanced control strategies, and reliable materials becomes essential to maintain voltage and frequency stability during both grid-connected and islanded operation.

Microgrids can be implemented using alternating current, direct current, or hybrid AC/DC configurations. AC microgrids benefit from compatibility with existing infrastructure and conventional loads, whereas DC microgrids offer advantages in terms of reduced conversion losses and simplified integration of photovoltaic generation, battery storage, and power electronic loads. Hybrid AC/DC architectures seek to combine these benefits by segregating resources and loads according to their native operating characteristics, thereby improving overall efficiency and operational flexibility. The choice of architecture influences control complexity, protection design, and the integration strategy for renewable energy and storage assets(Dosa et al., 2025).
4.2 Renewable-Dominated Microgrids
Renewable-dominated microgrids typically center on photovoltaic–battery and wind–storage configurations, reflecting the complementary characteristics of these resources. Photovoltaic generation, with its predictable diurnal pattern, pairs naturally with battery storage for short- to medium-duration energy shifting, smoothing power output, and supporting frequency and voltage regulation. Wind generation, which often exhibits higher variability and seasonal dependence, benefits from storage systems capable of absorbing surplus energy during high-wind periods and supplying power during lulls(Gorączkowska et al., 2025).
Advanced polymer-based insulation and encapsulation materials improve the thermal management and dielectric strength of power electronic converters, directly enhancing inverter reliability under fast dynamic conditions. This improved materials performance supports stable control operation, particularly in grid-forming and islanded microgrid applications where converters are subjected to frequent transients and high thermal stress.
Beyond operational benefits, renewable-based microgrids play a significant role in enhancing resilience and expanding energy access. In urban and industrial settings, microgrids improve reliability for critical infrastructure such as hospitals, data centers, and manufacturing facilities. In remote or underserved regions, they provide a pathway to electrification that avoids costly grid extensions while supporting sustainable development objectives. In both contexts, the coupling of renewable generation with energy storage is central to achieving reliable and autonomous operation(Tamasiga et al., 2024). Figure 2 illustrates an integrated renewable–storage–microgrid architecture, highlighting the key components, control layers, and modes of operation. The schematic emphasizes the role of polymer-enabled materials—including electrolytes, separators, and encapsulation—in enhancing the performance, safety, and durability of energy storage systems. Bidirectional power flows, islanded and grid-connected operations, and hierarchical control functions are depicted to provide a system-level perspective of renewable-rich microgrid integration.”
[image: ]
Figure 2. Integrated Renewable–Storage–Microgrid Architecture with Polymer-Enabled Components. The figure depicts a microgrid incorporating solar PV, wind turbines, and advanced energy storage systems, including lithium-ion and flow batteries with polymer electrolytes, separators, and encapsulation materials. Hierarchical control layers primary (droop and inertia response), secondary (voltage and frequency restoration), and tertiary (energy management and grid coordination) are shown. The system is capable of both grid-connected and islanded operation, with bidirectional power flows and coordinated control enabling resilient and flexible operation in renewable-dominated environments.

4.3 Power Electronics and Materials Interfaces
Power electronic converters serve as the critical interfaces between renewable sources, storage systems, and electrical loads within a microgrid. Inverters regulate power flow, manage voltage and frequency, and enable seamless transitions between grid-connected and islanded operation. As microgrids become increasingly reliant on inverter-based resources, the performance and reliability of these power electronic systems assume heightened importance(Joddumahanthi et al., 2025).
Materials considerations play a significant role in determining inverter reliability and thermal performance. Polymer-based insulation, encapsulation, and dielectric materials are widely used to protect sensitive electronic components, provide electrical isolation, and manage mechanical stresses. Advances in polymer formulations have enabled improved thermal conductivity, enhanced dielectric strength, and greater resistance to environmental degradation. These properties are particularly important in microgrid environments, where inverters may be exposed to fluctuating loads, variable ambient conditions, and frequent operational cycling. Consequently, the integration of advanced polymer materials in power electronics contributes directly to the durability, safety, and long-term performance of renewable–storage microgrids(Orville et al., 2025).
5. Control and Energy Management Strategies
As renewable energy penetration increases and power systems evolve toward decentralized and inverter-dominated architectures, control and energy management strategies become decisive determinants of system performance. Unlike conventional grids, where stability and coordination are largely ensured by the inherent dynamics of synchronous machines, renewable-rich grids require explicitly designed control frameworks to maintain frequency and voltage stability, coordinate distributed assets, and ensure efficient operation across multiple timescales. In this context, the effectiveness of energy storage systems and microgrids depends not only on their physical capabilities but also on the sophistication of the control and energy management architectures governing their interaction(Mensah et al., 2025; Ochoa-Correa et al., 2025).
Compared to grid-following inverters, grid-forming inverters provide superior performance in weak-grid and islanded conditions by establishing voltage and frequency references. However, challenges remain related to parameter tuning, coordination among multiple grid-forming units, and interaction with protection systems, highlighting the need for continued research in control design and system integration.

5.1 Hierarchical Control Frameworks
Hierarchical control structures provide a widely adopted framework for managing the complexity of microgrids and distributed energy systems. At the primary control level, fast-acting local controllers regulate voltage and frequency by adjusting power output in response to local measurements. Droop control remains a foundational technique at this level, enabling decentralized power sharing among parallel inverters without reliance on high-bandwidth communication. However, conventional droop control can lead to steady-state deviations in voltage and frequency, necessitating higher-level coordination(Shan et al., 2023).
Secondary control addresses these deviations by restoring system variables to their nominal values through slower corrective actions, often implemented via centralized or distributed communication schemes. Tertiary control operates on even longer timescales, optimizing power flows between the microgrid and the main grid or among interconnected microgrids to achieve economic or operational objectives. Together, these layers enable stable and coordinated operation across fast dynamic responses and slower optimization processes(Yogithanjali Saimadhuri & Janaki, 2025).
In renewable-dominated systems with reduced physical inertia, advanced control concepts such as virtual inertia and grid-forming operation have gained increasing attention. Grid-forming inverters actively establish voltage and frequency references, emulating the behavior of synchronous generators and enhancing system stability under low-inertia conditions. By contrast, grid-following inverters depend on an external voltage reference and may struggle during weak-grid or islanded operation. The transition toward grid-forming control represents a fundamental shift in how stability is achieved in future power systems(Olasoji et al., 2024).
5.2 Centralized, Distributed, and Decentralized Control
The choice between centralized, distributed, and decentralized control architectures reflects trade-offs between scalability, robustness, and communication requirements. Centralized control schemes offer global system visibility and can achieve optimal coordination of resources, but they are vulnerable to single points of failure and may face scalability limitations as system size and complexity increase. Communication delays and cybersecurity concerns further constrain their applicability in highly distributed environments(Alves et al., 2025).
Distributed control approaches seek to balance these challenges by decomposing control tasks among multiple agents that exchange limited information with neighboring entities. Such schemes enhance scalability and fault tolerance while preserving a degree of coordination necessary for system-wide objectives. Fully decentralized control, on the other hand, relies solely on local measurements and predefined control laws, offering maximum robustness and minimal communication dependence at the expense of global optimality. In practice, hybrid architectures that combine elements of centralized supervision with distributed or decentralized execution are increasingly favored for renewable-rich microgrids(Aghmadi et al., 2023).
5.3 Energy Management Systems
Energy management systems operate at the supervisory level, coordinating generation, storage, and loads to achieve economic efficiency, reliability, and policy-driven objectives. Optimization-based scheduling methods are commonly employed to determine optimal charging and discharging strategies for energy storage systems, considering constraints such as state of charge, power limits, and forecasted renewable generation and demand. These formulations often incorporate multi-objective criteria, balancing cost minimization with emissions reduction and reliability enhancement(Alzahrani et al., 2023).
Model predictive control has emerged as a particularly powerful approach for energy management under uncertainty(Animashaun et al., 2025). By explicitly incorporating system dynamics and forecast information over a receding time horizon, model predictive control enables anticipatory decision-making and systematic handling of constraints. Its ability to adapt to changing conditions makes it well-suited for managing renewable variability and coordinating storage assets in both grid-connected and islanded microgrids.
5.4 Intelligent and Data-Driven Control Approaches
Recent advances in data analytics and artificial intelligence have opened new avenues for adaptive and autonomous control of renewable energy systems. Machine learning techniques are increasingly applied to forecasting, anomaly detection, and control policy optimization, while reinforcement learning offers a framework for learning optimal control strategies through interaction with the system environment. These approaches are particularly attractive for complex systems where accurate physics-based models are difficult to obtain.
Digital twins represent a complementary development, providing virtual replicas of physical assets that integrate real-time data with simulation models. In microgrid and storage applications, digital twins support predictive maintenance, performance optimization, and scenario analysis, enabling operators to anticipate failures and optimize control strategies proactively. Importantly, data-driven approaches also facilitate lifecycle-aware operation by accounting for storage degradation and aging effects. By incorporating degradation models into control and energy management decisions, systems can balance short-term performance with long-term asset health, thereby enhancing economic viability and sustainability(Olaitan et al., 2025).
Data-driven and degradation-aware energy management strategies are particularly relevant for polymer-enabled storage systems, whose aging behavior can be strongly influenced by temperature, cycling intensity, and material properties. Incorporating degradation models into control and optimization frameworks enables a balance between short-term performance and long-term asset health, improving both economic and operational outcomes(Jarosz-Kozyro et al., 2025).


6. Grid Interaction, Standards, and Market Participation
The integration of renewable energy, energy storage systems, and microgrids into modern power systems extends beyond technological deployment, encompassing regulatory frameworks, standards, and market mechanisms that govern their operation and economic participation. As grids evolve to accommodate distributed and inverter-dominated resources, adherence to established codes and interoperability standards is critical for ensuring reliable, safe, and coordinated operation across heterogeneous assets.
Grid codes and technical standards define the requirements for connection, operation, and performance of distributed generation, storage systems, and microgrids. These codes, often established by national or regional authorities and aligned with international standards such as IEEE and IEC, specify parameters including voltage and frequency limits, fault ride-through capabilities, reactive power support, and communication protocols. Compliance with such standards ensures that distributed resources can interact seamlessly with the broader power system, maintain system stability, and provide ancillary services without compromising safety or reliability(Yeboah et al., 2025).
Energy storage systems and microgrids are increasingly recognized as active participants in power system operation, providing services beyond energy shifting. Through coordinated control, they can deliver frequency regulation, voltage support, ramping capability, and black-start services, effectively supplementing conventional generators and enhancing grid resilience. This capability enables a paradigm shift in which storage and microgrids are not merely passive loads or backup sources but integral elements of system flexibility and stability(De Carne et al., 2024).
Market mechanisms have evolved to incentivize and monetize the provision of these services. Flexibility markets, ancillary service markets, and capacity markets allow storage operators and microgrid managers to participate in grid support while deriving economic value. Emerging models, such as peer-to-peer energy trading and aggregator-based participation, further expand the opportunities for distributed assets to contribute to system balancing and efficiency. These mechanisms are particularly relevant in regions with high renewable penetration, where fast-response and geographically dispersed resources are essential to maintain operational reliability(Ramos et al., 2025).
Despite the technical potential and market opportunities, regulatory barriers can impede the adoption of advanced storage materials and systems. Safety certification requirements, limits on novel electrolytes or polymer-based components, and uncertainties in permitting and interconnection procedures may delay deployment and constrain innovation. Addressing these challenges requires adaptive regulatory frameworks that balance safety, reliability, and performance with support for emerging technologies, enabling a smoother integration of advanced storage solutions and polymer-enabled innovations into modern renewable-dominated grids.
7. Emerging Trends and Future Research Directions
The ongoing transformation of power systems toward renewable-dominated architectures is driving a wave of innovation across both technological and materials domains. Future grid integration will depend not only on advancements in control strategies and energy management, but also on the development of advanced storage materials and integrated design frameworks that link materials science with system-level performance. These emerging trends highlight the increasingly interdisciplinary nature of energy research, bridging chemistry, power electronics, and grid engineering(Wei et al., 2025).
7.1 Advanced Storage Materials for Grid Applications
Among the most promising developments in energy storage are solid-state and polymer-based electrolytes. Solid-state batteries offer the potential for higher energy density, enhanced safety, and longer cycle life compared to conventional liquid electrolyte systems, making them particularly attractive for stationary applications where safety and durability are critical. Polymer-based electrolytes, including gel and solid polymer systems, combine high ionic conductivity with thermal stability and mechanical flexibility, enabling safer and more resilient storage solutions. Beyond performance considerations, these materials support sustainability objectives through improved recyclability and reduced reliance on hazardous solvents. Incorporating circular economy principles in the design and deployment of advanced storage systems is increasingly recognized as essential for minimizing environmental impact while maintaining grid reliability and cost-effectiveness(Nzereogu et al., 2025).
7.2 Grid-Forming Inverters and Autonomous Microgrids
The proliferation of inverter-based resources has stimulated significant interest in grid-forming inverter technologies, which actively establish voltage and frequency references in low-inertia systems. Achieving reliable and robust grid-forming operation requires careful co-design of materials and control architectures. Power electronic devices, including inverters, depend on high-performance dielectric and polymeric materials for insulation, encapsulation, and thermal management. The selection and optimization of these materials directly influence inverter efficiency, lifespan, and resilience under variable load and environmental conditions. Consequently, future research must integrate materials engineering with control system design to enable autonomous microgrids that can operate safely and efficiently in both grid-connected and islanded modes(Rangarajan et al., 2024).
7.3 Integrated Materials–Systems Research
A critical frontier in renewable energy integration lies in bridging polymer science, power electronics, and grid operation through integrated research frameworks. Materials innovations can no longer be considered in isolation; their system-level implications for efficiency, stability, and reliability must be understood and optimized within the broader context of microgrid and grid-scale operation. Cross-disciplinary collaboration among chemists, materials scientists, electrical engineers, and control specialists is essential for developing holistic solutions that leverage the unique properties of polymers and other advanced materials to enhance storage performance, reduce degradation, and enable scalable deployment. Such frameworks can also inform lifecycle-aware design, predictive maintenance, and adaptive control strategies that collectively support resilient, sustainable, and high-performing renewable-dominated power systems(Graça Gomes et al., 2021).
By combining advances in materials, control, and systems engineering, the next generation of renewable energy integration will be defined not merely by the technologies deployed but by the synergy achieved between materials innovation and system-level optimization, paving the way for smarter, safer, and more sustainable grids(Li et al., 2024; Yeboah et al., 2025).
Future research must adopt integrated materials–systems approaches in which polymer chemistry, power electronic design, and control strategies are co-optimized. Such frameworks enable material properties to be directly aligned with system-level objectives, including stability, resilience, and lifecycle sustainability, thereby accelerating the deployment of reliable and scalable renewable-dominated power systems.


8. Conclusions
The transition to renewable-dominated power systems presents a complex interplay of technical, operational, and material challenges that must be addressed to ensure reliable, resilient, and efficient electricity delivery. This review has highlighted the critical roles of energy storage systems and microgrids in mitigating the variability and uncertainty inherent in solar and wind generation, providing flexibility services, and supporting system stability. Effective integration requires advanced control and energy management strategies, including hierarchical control, model predictive frameworks, and intelligent, data-driven approaches that account for uncertainty, degradation, and lifecycle considerations.
A key insight emerging from this synthesis is the foundational contribution of polymer-based materials to next-generation energy storage technologies. Polymers underpin essential components of batteries and flow cells, including electrolytes, separators, binders, and encapsulation materials, enhancing safety, thermal stability, mechanical integrity, and cycle life. Their influence extends beyond component-level performance, enabling scalable, durable, and environmentally sustainable storage solutions that are critical for both microgrid and grid-scale applications. By bridging materials science with system-level design and control, polymer-enabled innovations provide a tangible pathway for translating technological advances into operational reliability and long-term sustainability.
This review demonstrates that advances in polymer-enabled materials are not merely incremental component improvements but key enablers of system-level performance in modern power grids. By explicitly linking materials innovation with energy storage functionality, microgrid operation, and control strategies, the paper provides a coherent framework for understanding and advancing renewable-dominated power systems.
Looking forward, the successful deployment of renewable-rich, storage-integrated power systems will depend on coordinated research that unites materials innovation, power electronics, and grid operation. Emerging solid-state and polymer electrolytes, coupled with grid-forming inverters and modular microgrid architectures, offer the potential to redefine flexibility, resilience, and efficiency. Cross-disciplinary approaches that integrate polymer chemistry, control engineering, and systems optimization will be essential to fully exploit these capabilities. In conclusion, the convergence of materials and systems innovation presents a transformative opportunity to realize renewable-dominated grids that are not only technically robust and economically viable but also safe, sustainable, and adaptable to the evolving energy landscape.
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