   Knowledge level of PM-KISAN scheme among beneficiary farmers: Study in Fatehpur District of Uttar Pradesh

ABSTRACT 
The present study was conducted in Fatehpur District of Uttar Pradesh state during 2023-24. To study the knowledge level of farmers about the PM KISAN scheme of the region by using simple random sampling techniques in Fatehpur District constituting a total sample of 360 respondents who are the beneficiaries of the scheme. It was inferred from the research that 27.50 per cent of respondents exhibited a low level of knowledge about the scheme, while 40.28 per cent of total respondents, fell into the medium category. A significant portion 32.22 per cent demonstrated a high level of Knowledge. The findings suggest that 36.38 per cent of beneficiaries fully understood the scheme's purpose whereas 21.95 per cent of respondents were not aware that the scheme is centrally sponsored. A very small portion of the population i.e. 26.95 per cent of the population correctly recognised the responsibility of the state government in identifying the list of the eligible farmers. This trend indicates that although beneficiaries are availing the advantages of the PM KISAN scheme, there remains a lack of awareness regarding some basic aspects. Therefore, the government may consider implementing targeted awareness programmes to ensure a clear understanding of the scheme's components, eligibility criteria and available benefits, enabling farmers to utilize the scheme more effectively.
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INTRODUCTION 
Agricultural support in the form of subsidies, insurance, input assistance, and minimum support prices has long been central to rural development policies (Dethier et.al., 2012; Guda et. al. 2021) Direct Benefit Transfers (DBTs) have emerged as a transformative policy instrument aimed at enhancing efficiency and transparency in the delivery of welfare support to farming households. By directly transferring financial assistance into beneficiaries’ bank accounts, DBTs effectively bypass intermediaries, thereby reducing leakages, delays, and administrative inefficiencies. (Barnwal & Prabhat 2024) This mechanism ensures timely support to farmers, strengthens financial inclusion, and improves accountability in the implementation of agricultural welfare schemes. As a result, DBTs have played a crucial role in improving access to institutional support, stabilizing farm incomes, and building trust between farmers and government institutions.
The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana (PM KISAN) scheme, launched by the Government of India in 2019, is a flagship income support initiative aimed at ensuring financial stability for farming households. (Kaviya et al., 2024) Under the schemes, eligible farm families receive a direct transfer of Rs 6000 annually in three equal installments, intended to supplement their agricultural expenses, reduce credit dependence, and enhance their overall livelihood security. As one of the largest Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) programmes in the agricultural sector, PM-KISAN plays a crucial role in strengthening farmers' economic resilience across the country. (Ghosh et al., 2024; Kumar & Phougat, 2021). The scheme is based on the principle of financial autonomy, allowing farmers to make independent choices in their crop production strategies (Tripathi et.al.,2023)
Uttar Pradesh ranks among the top beneficiary states in the implementation of PM-KISAN due to its extensive agricultural base and large population of smallholders. (Varshney et al., 2020). Within the state, Fatehpur district presents a unique context for evaluating the scheme's effectiveness. Characterized by predominantly small and marginal landholdings, traditional farming system, and moderate levels of institutional support, the district offers a representative setting to study the ground realities of policy implementation.
Conceptually, the present study is guided by the assertion that farmers knowledge of PMKISAN is shaped by the information access, advertisement, administrative complexity and financial and digital literacy. Despite the extensive outreach of the PM-KISAN scheme, the extent to which its benefits are realized largely depends on the Knowledge level of farmers regarding eligibility condition, registration process, installments schedule, the relevant agencies, redressal mechanism and compliance requirements (Gaur et al., 2024). Inadequate or partial knowledge may lead to exclusion errors, delay in benefit receipt, or underutilisation of schemes provision. In districts like Fatehpur, where farming communities exhibit diverse socio-economic and educational backgrounds, assessing farmers knowledge becomes particularly important to understand variations in access and participation. 
A systematic examination of farmers' knowledge and understanding of PM-KISAN can help identify critical information gaps and serve as a basis for strengthening extension strategies and policy communication. Accordingly, the present study emphasizes the need to analyse the knowledge level of farmers as a key determinant of effective scheme implementation at a grassroot level.

METHODOLOGY- 
 The study was conducted in Fatehpur District of Uttar Pradesh in the year 2023-24 by using Descriptive research design and multistage sampling technique combining purposive and random techniques were adopted. Fatehpur district is one of the 75 districts in Uttar Pradesh, Northern India. The district covers an extensive area of 4,152 km square. The district population is 2,632,733. The district is divided in-to three subdivisions: Fathepur, Bindki and Khaga. These subdivisions are further divided into 13 development blocks: Airaya, Amauli, Asothar,Bahua, Bhithaura, Deomai, Dhata,Haswa, Htahgam, Khajuha, Malwan, Teliyani, and Vijayipur.
In the first stage, Out of total 13 blocks, three blocks were selected purposively which was Haswa, Hathgaon and Airaya Block due to higher concentration of PMKISAN beneficiaries.In the next stage, six villages from each selected blocks were chosen using simple random sampling making a total of 18 villages. In the final and the last stage, a proportionate number of PMKISAN beneficiaries were selected in proportion to their actual population within the selected villages.
To study the knowledge level of the farmers of Fatehpur district about the PM-KISAN scheme, an interview schedule was prepared and pre-tested on small group of beneficiaries from local population to ensure clarity and relevance. Accordingly minor wording modification were done before final data collection.
A scale developed by Supe- a three-point continuum scale with slight modification was employed to measure the level of knowledge of the respondents. A list of knowledge items was prepared by discussing with experts. The test constituted 26 knowledge questions. Subject- matter experts in Agricultural Extension and Communication reviewed and validated the instrument to ensured its content validity.
The summation of scores of the correct answers for a particular respondent indicated his knowledge level about the scheme. Based on the total score, the respondents were grouped into three categories namely-low, medium and high categories using mean and standard deviation as measure of check. Further frequency and percentage were calculated to present the data.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
The findings obtained from the present study have been discussed in following heads:

Table 1- Knowledge level of respondents regarding PM-KISAN

	S.No.
	Statement
	Not correct
	Partially correct
	Fully correct

	1.
	The government has announced the PM-KISAN scheme to provide assured income support to the farmers
	73 (20.28)
	156 (43.34)
	131 (36.38)

	2.
	Are you aware that this scheme is centrally sponsored? 
	79 (21.95)
	153 (42.50)
	128 (35.55)

	3.
	Are you aware that sum total amount of PM-KISAN makes Rs. 17 a day
	92 (25.55)
	141 (39.17)
	127 (35.28)

	4.
	PMKISAN benefits are provided only to farmers whose names appear in cultivable land records; landless agricultural labourers are not eligible.
	130 (36.11)
	156 (43.34)
	74 (20.55)

	5.
	Are you aware that a person spending below 47 a day in cities and 32 in villages are considered poor (as per Rangarajan Committee)
	143 (39.72)
	148 (41.11)
	69 (19.17)

	6.
	Among other reasons, one cited by the govt for the less amount given under the scheme is the enrolment of a large number of farmers
	100 (27.78)
	168 (46.67)
	92 (25.55)

	7.
	Joint landholders cannot receive PM-KISAN support unless individual ownership is documented.
	108 (30.00)
	119 (33.05)
	133 (36.95)

	8.
	Are you aware that the state government will not bear the entire financial liability towards the transfer of benefits to targeted beneficiaries
	96 (26.67)
	107 (29.72)
	157 (43.61)

	9.
	Are you aware that all serving and retired officers in the govt sector including at the state level are not included in this scheme
	60 (16.67)
	138 (38.33)
	162 (45.00)

	10.

	Are you aware the pensioners drawing monthly emoluments of Rs 10000 or more are excluded
	66 (18.33)
	166 (46.11)
	128 (35.56)

	11.
	 Professionals like Doctors, Lawyers, CA, etc won’t be eligible for scheme
	93 (25.83)
	159 (44.17)
	108 (30.00)

	12.
	Do you have any information regarding PM Jan Dhan Yojana
	64 (17.78)
	127 (35.28)
	169 (46.94)

	13.
	Are you aware that the state government is responsible for identifying the farming families eligible for PM KISAN 
	112 (31.11)
	151 (41.94)
	97 (26.95)

	14.
	Are you aware of the definition of family prescribed by the government for the PM KISAN scheme
	109 (30.28)
	149 (41.39)
	102 (28.33)

	15.
	Are you aware that ineligible farmers who have received financial assistance can refund the amount received 
	100 (27.78)
	162 (45.00)
	98 (27.22)

	16.
	Are you aware that if beneficiary gives incorrect declaration, the beneficiary shall be liable of recovery of transferred financial benefit and other penal actions as per law
	121 (33.61)
	154 (42.78)
	85 (23.61)

	17.
	The PM-KISAN scheme is linked with Kisan Credit Card (KCC) and other benefits
	79 (21.95)
	174 (48.33)
	107 (29.72)

	18.
	Farmers can now withdraw money from their homes through Postal micro ATM
	68 (18.89)
	171 (47.50)
	121 (33.61)

	19.
	Are you aware that a farmer is not eligible for multiple entry?
	77 (21.39)
	144 (40.00)
	139 (38.61)

	20.
	Are you aware that you can use the mobile app for all the updated information and details of PM-KISAN
	86 (23.89)
	147 (40.83)
	127 (35.28)

	21.
	Are you aware of PM Garib Kalyan Yojana launched by GoI
	107 (29.72)
	175 (48.61)
	78 (21.67)

	22
	Are you aware that apart from Adhaar the alternate prescribed documents that can be used are DL, Voters ID Card, NREGA Job card or related.
	65 (18.05)
	127 (35.28)
	168 (46.67)


	23.
	Are you aware that amount given to beneficiaries will lead to trickledown effect
	108 (30.00)
	145 (40.28)
	107 (29.72)

	24.
	The total amount allocated for PM-KISAN has gone down from Rs. 75000 crores in the first year of instalment to Rs. 60000 crores in the financial year 2023-24
	129 (35.84)
	137 (38.05)
	94 (26.11)

	25.
	In case of any problem related to PM-KISAN do you know about help desk or common service centre for its redressal
	140 (38.89)
	121 (33.61)
	99 (27.50)

	26.
	Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) helped farmers to usher digital literacy in rural India
	154 (42.78)
	85 (23.61)
	121 (33.61)


The table provides a comprehensive assessment of the level of knowledge of PM-KISAN among beneficiaries in Fatehpur district. Overall, the findings indicate a moderate level of knowledge, with a substantial proportion of respondents demonstrating partial rather than complete knowledge of various components of the scheme.
When enquired about Knowledge regarding the basic objectives of PM-KISAN only a small portion of respondents had complete knowledge that PM-KISAN was launched to provide assured income support to farmers, while a large segment i.e 43.34 per cent possessed only a partial understanding. This suggests that beneficiaries associate themselves or are concerned with mere cash transfer rather than its broader objective. When asked whether the scheme is centrally sponsored the response was relatively satisfactory, as a majority of beneficiaries i.e.42.50 per cent reported partial and 35.55 per cent had full knowledge. However, complete clarity was limited, suggesting that while beneficiaries are generally familiar with the scheme, their understanding remains superficial. Knowledge related to the financial dimensions of PM-KISAN, including the actual daily benefit amount, was inadequate among many respondents, indicating possible overestimation or misunderstanding of the monetary support provided. When respondents were asked about the daily value of PM-KISAN assistance (approximately ₹17 per day), only 35.28 per cent demonstrated correct awareness, whereas 39.17 per cent possessed partial knowledge and 25.55 per cent reported no knowledge of this aspect of the scheme.
When asked about coverage of the scheme whether it includes cultivable landholding farmers and does not include landless agricultural labourers, respondents who have partial knowledge dominate with 43.34 per cent, indicating confusion regarding landless people inclusion. As the amount paid through the scheme is Rupees 6000 and why it is so low whether it is due to the large number of farmers enrollment in to the scheme 46.67 percentage of the respondents have partial knowledge and at least understands that government expenditure has certain limitations which  is not understood  by 27.78 per cent respondent.
Respondents were asked whether joint landholders cannot receive PM-KISAN benefits unless individual ownership is documented, 36.95 per cent of respondents had full knowledge .On exclusion criteria particularly those who are retired officers in govt. Sector only 16.67 per cent of respondents had no knowledge that they are not eligible to get the benefit of the scheme, regarding pensioners who draw monthly emoluments above 10,000, 35.56 per cent had full knowledge that they are excluded from the scheme.A related scheme like Jan Dhan Yojana which indirectly accelerate DBT schemes are found to be having high knowledge by 46.94 per cent of respondents. When asked whose responsibility it is to identify the beneficiaries only 26.95 per cent of respondent were having full knowledge and 41.94 had partial knowledge. Findings shows that people are not concerned about who is identifying the beneficiaries, they are merely concerned about the benefits they are getting. 
Only 27.22 per cent of respondent had full knowledge that farmers who have received financial assistance and are ineligible can return the money, and on question whether they know that if any farmers give false information regarding eligibility criteria, they are liable of recovery and other legal actions 23.61 per cent had fully knowledge while 42.78 percentage had partial knowledge, it suggests weak communication of accountability measures under the scheme. A substantial portion lacked awareness that multiple registration is prohibited, increases risk of duplication error. Low awareness of the mobile application reflects digital divide among farmers. Information regarding withdrawal of money a good 47.50 per cent of respondents had partial and 33.61 had complete knowledge. The above findings shows that government was successful in campaigning the withdrawal of the money through micro credit cards. When asked about PM Garib Kalyan Yojana launched by GOI a majority had partial knowledge while 21.67 per cent had complete knowledge about it. On asked about the essential documents which can be used among all the ID 35.28 per cent had partial knowledge while 46.67 per cent had full knowledge which shows the administrative literacy and other Id usage.Beneficiaries showed limited understanding of broader economic impacts, viewing the scheme merely as direct cash support. Beneficiaries were having good understanding and are aware of the fact that the total budget allocation has gone down over the year as 38.05 had partial knowledge regarding the scheme, it shows their interest and concern regarding the scheme and government intention towards the scheme. Regarding grievance redressal mechanism they were asked whether in case of any problem they know about help desk or common service centre for its redressal 39.89 per cent of respondents were not aware of this, and 33.61 per cent were having partial knowledge regarding it. Ghosh (2024) had similar findings which shows Major issues identified include discrepancies in land area records, a complex grievance resolution process, delays in fund disbursement, and inaccuracies in beneficiary data. These constraints critically affect the scheme’s efficiency and reach. Moderate knowledge of PMGDISHA indicates ongoing digital literacy challenges in rural areas
In conclusion, the table reveals that although PM-KISAN beneficiaries possess basic knowledge of the scheme, partial knowledge predominates across most dimensions, particularly concerning eligibility norms, administrative procedures, and policy-level features. This underscores the need for targeted awareness and extension programmes to enhance beneficiaries’ comprehensive understanding and effective utilization of the scheme.
Possible reasons for the observed knowledge gaps include- 
· limited access to official and reliable information sources in rural areas,
· ineffective communication and dissemination strategies that result in only partial awareness 
· low level of financial and digital literacy among farmers, which constrains their ability to understand scheme-related provisions, updates, and associated benefits.
Table 2- Overall knowledge level of PM-KISAN beneficiaries about the Scheme:
	Categories 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Low (28-43)
	99
	27.50

	Medium (44-59)
	145
	40.28

	High (60-75)
	116
	32.22

	
	360
	100


Mean=52.26, S.D.=12.10
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Fig1 - Distribution of respondents according to their overall Knowledge level
It was observed from the table and figure that 27.50 per cent of the beneficiaries belonged to a low level of knowledge regarding the PM-KISAN scheme, while the maximum number of the respondents i.e 40.28 per cent fell into the medium category. A significant portion 32.22 per cent of the respondents demonstrated a high level of knowledge. The findings indicate that while almost all farm land holders were availing benefits of the scheme, they possess a moderate level of knowledge about the scheme, a substantial portion of populations still lacks basic knowledge of the schemes which could be crucial for their future usage. Similar findings were observed by Suganya et al. (2018)

CONCLUSION-
The study concludes that PM-KISAN beneficiaries in Fatehpur district possess a moderate level of awareness about the scheme, with knowledge largely confined to its basic objectives and benefit disbursement mechanisms. There were significant gaps in the respondents' knowledge of eligibility requirements, exclusion standards, administrative duties, grievance redressal procedures, and more general policy features like fund allocation and the trickle-down effect, even though the majority of respondents were familiar with the direct benefit transfer process and related operational aspects. While looking at overall knowledge level, it was observed that most of the respondents had moderate level of knowledge (40.28 per cent) followed by high level of knowledge and only 27.50 per cent had low level of knowledge. This awareness gap is caused by things like poor information access, a lack of digital literacy, or the authorities' inefficient distribution of scheme-related information. The conclusions drawn from the table are subject to certain limitations. The measurement of knowledge was based on responses to a structured schedule, which may not fully capture the depth or accuracy. Research only focuses on farmers of Fatehpur district of Uttar Pradesh, thus study may not be generalizable to farmers in other District or states. The study reflects the need for future research to better understand different aspect of PM-KISAN. Future study can improve the knowledge scale and may study different factors affecting awareness to support better implementation.
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