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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the family business and sustainability literature by providing context-specific insights from Sri Lanka, an under-researched emerging economy. By adopting a qualitative approach, the study captures rich, experiential knowledge from family business owners, which enhances understanding of sustainability beyond quantitative indicators. The findings offer practical implications for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers concerned with succession planning, leadership transition, and innovation in family enterprises. Overall, the study enriches the global discourse on family business sustainability in developing economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable and clearly reflects the core focus of the study. It accurately conveys the emphasis on family business sustainability and the Sri Lankan context. However, the title could be slightly refined to explicitly highlight the qualitative nature of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and clearly outlines the aims, methodology, key findings, and conclusions of the study. It effectively summarizes the internal and external factors influencing family business sustainability in Sri Lanka. However, the abstract could be strengthened by briefly mentioning the key challenges (such as economic crisis and labor migration) and the theoretical or practical contribution of the study. Minor tightening of language would further improve clarity and conciseness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design, data collection methods, and analytical approach are appropriate and consistent with the study’s objectives. The use of thematic analysis and NVivo software is well justified, and findings are supported with relevant participant quotations. The conclusions logically follow from the results and are grounded in existing literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used in the manuscript are relevant and largely recent, covering both classical and contemporary literature on family business sustainability. The study appropriately cites global and regional research to support its arguments. However, the manuscript could benefit from incorporating a few more recent (post-2021) international studies on family business sustainability and digital transformation to further strengthen the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language used in the manuscript is generally clear and suitable for scholarly communication. The paper is well-structured and ideas are logically presented. Minor grammatical errors and stylistic inconsistencies are present in some sections, but these can be easily addressed through careful proofreading or professional language editing.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues are identified. The study clearly states that informed consent was obtained from participants, confidentiality was maintained, and ethical considerations were appropriately addressed.
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