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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	The manuscript is important to protect public health in the area
It is also important to identify areas that need improvement in terms of drinking water supply
The study can be used as a reference point for future researchers
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract contains some errors that needs corrections
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Somewhat. I have raised some issues in my comments about assessing water quality in the area
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent but they are very few with inconsistent formatting 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	It is suitable but it needs a lot of editing
	

	Optional/General comments

	Abstract
Line 9: The first statement is not well-structured and contains errors. You need to edit this “Water is the most valuable natural resource and it is one of the basic needs of human life, animal consumption and crop production good.”
Line 10-11: “Safe and readily available water is important for public health, especially when it comes with drinking water.” The correct word is “to” not “with”.
Line 13-14: You can mention some of the ways in which shortage of water is affecting people’s lives and the environment. 
Line 15: You can say “they depend on unsafe water sources” instead of “still they are depending on unsafe water sources”.
Line 16: “which will further affects the socio-economic development” is wrong. You can say “which further affects” or “which will further affect”.
Line 18: “much important” is grammatically incorrect. Instead, use “very important” or “much more important”
Line 25: Your abstract keywords should differ from words used in the title of the manuscript.

Introduction
Line 33-34: This statement is grammatically incorrect.  “Water is very essential to all livings in the world.” You can say “to all living things in the world”. Of what use is this statement to the manuscript? “Preventing dehydration has been essential to survival since the earliest creatures to come up from the oceans.”
Line 42-43: “Available fresh water is 0.01%.” This statement is not clear. Available freshwater is 0.01% of what? You need to be specific. “Among them more than 69% of the freshwater is trapped in glaciers.” Again, this statement is incorrect. Remove the first two words “among them”. This sentence is incomplete “Ensuring the well-being of communities depends on its availability and accessibility.” You should say that the well-being depends on clean water availability and accessibility.
Line 54-56: “However, the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments entrusted the Panchayati Raj institutions and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) with more responsibilities.” This is an incomplete statement. What were the responsibilities of the Panchayati Raj institutions and Urban Local Bodies and how did the constitutional amendments increase the responsibilities?
Review of Literature
Line 67: “Shiva Raju H P and Sowmya K M (2011)” Wrong in-text citation. You do not write the full names of the authors for your citations. Please correct this in other parts of the manuscript.
Line 69-70: “Drinking water samples were collected from available taps and various areas across the town.” Do not sound like the water samples were collected by you. Report it like the samples were collected by the authors and not by you. Also, mention what they did with the collected water samples to capture the overall quality of the drinking water.
Line 75-77: After citing an author, you do not have to mention the title of the paper. For example, “Xavier Susairaj A and Premkumar A (2021) in their study “The Willingness to Pay for Improving Drinking water supply in Tamil Nadu: A Case study of Tannery Water Pollution in Vellore District”.” Correct this in other parts of the manuscript.
Line 89: “parameters” not “parameter”.
Line 90-91: “The number of villages can go up to a few hundred in the case of regional water supply schemes based on reservoir.” This statement is not clear and there is no connection with the previous statement. You need to be coherent, you do not just merged statements from different sources without making sense.
Objective
Line 93-94: “To analyse the availability and accessibility of drinking water facility in rural and urban areas of Tiruchirappalli.” You are trying to analyse the availability and accessibility of drinking water, not a facility. Please correct this.
Result and discussion
Line 121: You can say the data is presented in the table below instead of “They are the following,”
For table 1, the title of the second column needs to be changed. What does the title “Need of the Water Per Day” mean?
Line 130-131: “Thus the findings state that most of the households from both regions are sufficient by less than 4 hours of water supply.” This statement made no sense. What were you trying to say here?
Line 196: You need to change the title of table 6. What do you mean by drinking water time?
Line 215-223: You do not assess the quality of drinking water by asking the users questions. To do that, you need to test the water. Did you by any chance test the water samples or you just assumed that by having a purifier at home, the respondent is drinking clean water?
Conclusion
Again, you cannot tell if your respondents are drinking clean water by using a questionnaire. A water quality test needs to be conducted because you do not know what the source water quality looks like. If they have water purifiers at home, what kind of treatment technology do the purifiers use and what kind of contaminants can they remove. These questions must be answered before you can authoritatively say that the respondents are drinking clean water.
References
The references are few and the format is not consistent. This is not how you reference a website. Please do the needful.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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Reviewer details:

[bookmark: _Hlk220163152]Chima Eke, Montclair State University, USA

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Created by: DR	              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM	   	Version: 3 (07-07-2024)
