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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study investigates the importance of regional integration to sustainable development in Africa, juxtaposing ECOWAS and EAC. It hypothesizes that despite shared objectives of enhancing market access and cooperation, the blocs diverge in structural configuration, implementation efficacy, and sectoral focus. This manuscript provides valuable insights into regional integration's role in sustainable development, offering a comparative analysis of ECOWAS and EAC. Its findings on institutional credibility, policy coherence, and sectoral coordination can inform policymakers and researchers, guiding effective integration strategies. The study's emphasis on implementation and governance highlights critical areas for improvement, making it a significant contribution to the field of regional integration and existing literature.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is insightful and appropriate. It centres on regional integration and sustainable development in Africa and specifies the two regional blocs comparing ECOWAS and EAC. It gives a clear idea of the study's scope and context. The title effectively expresses the manuscript's theme, making it suitable for an academic paper. 

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, however, it is suggested to briefly discuss the Boolean search technique & database and also include implications of the study- insights that can inform policymakers or future research.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript emerges to be scientifically sound; however, few portions can be strengthened. The comparison between ECOWAS and EAC is insightful, but ensure that differences in context (economic size, resource endowments) should be acknowledged. The study could benefit from clearer explanations of how regional integration leads to sustainable development outcomes. Largely, the arguments are logical and grounded in existing literature. With some refinements, it can be scientifically more robust.

Few suggestions include- add source of the figure and tables, which is missing. Policy direction and limitations of the study can be merged in the conclusion section. Figure 1 is mentioned in section 8, however, included after section 9 (why?)


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are up to dated and broad including relevant studies on the regional integration in Africa.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the text maintains a formal academic tone. The sentences are well-structured and easy to follow. The text has maintained objectivity. Overall, the language is clear and suitable for a scholarly article.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This study is a significant addition to existing literature. 
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