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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it links future land-use change with the hydrological processes of a watershed using an integrated Geographic Information System-based modeling approach. It provides a reusable framework that integrates land-use forecasting, water use zoning, and spatial planning, which is particularly valuable for tropical watersheds. This study also provides policy-relevant insights to support sustainable water resource management and hydrologically informed land-use planning.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	This clearly reflects the key components of the study, namely water use zone classification, projected land-use change, and the Polon River watershed, and accurately represents the methodological and thematic focus of this research paper.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, this abstract is mostly comprehensive.

It clearly presents the research objective, study area, methodology (GIS, QGIS–MOLUSCE, CA–ANN), timeframe, key findings, policy implications, and limitations, which is highly appropriate for a scientific article.

Suggestions for improvement: To strengthen clarity and impact, include one or two quantitative results (e.g., percentage decrease in forest cover or water storage capacity).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, this research report is scientifically sound.

It uses appropriate and established GIS and CA-ANN (MOLUSCE) methods for analyzing and predicting land-use change and its hydrological impacts. Integrating land use with groundwater recharge, watershed function, and water use zoning is conceptually sound and well-supported by existing literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are generally sufficient and include recent, relevant sources.

This manuscript cites a good mix of foundational works and contemporary studies related to land cover classification, spatial modeling (e.g., MOLUSCE and CA–ANN), and watershed analysis, which supports its scientific basis.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and English quality of this article are appropriate for academic communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript is well-organized and scientifically sound. It clearly integrates land use modelling and water use zoning analysis. It provides policy-relevant insights for sustainable watershed management.
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