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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Drug-resistant tuberculosis (DR-TB) is a severe form of tuberculosis that does not respond to first-line anti-TB drugs. Nigeria is classified as a high-burden TB and DR-TB country by the WHO due to its substantial case numbers and treatment challenges. Although Nigeria’s DR-TB surveillance is improving, psychosocial dimensions of care—especially among caregivers—remain under-researched. 

Caregivers of DR-TB patients may face unique stressors:

· Prolonged treatment regimens, possible isolation of the patient, and infection fears
· High demands on time, finances, and emotional resources

· Perceived community stigma toward TB and DR-TB

· Limited access to psychosocial support services

These stressors converge to increase the risk of depression, anxiety, and stigma-related distress among caregivers—yet evidence specific to caregivers in Rivers State (or Nigeria broadly) is limited
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