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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript investigates soil-transmitted helminth contamination in Tombia, Bayelsa State, Nigeria, and its implications for public health risk among soil users such as farmers and children. It reports a high overall soil contamination rate of 57%, with Ascaris species as the most prevalent helminth, followed by Hookworm and Trichuris species. The study also shows notable variation in contamination levels among different locations within the community, highlighting areas of particularly high risk. These findings provide important baseline data for designing targeted helminth control, sanitation improvements, and health education interventions in rural Nigerian communities                                                     .

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is adequate but could be improved to:

Prevalence and spatial distribution of soil-transmitted helminths in agricultural soils of Tombia, Bayelsa State, Nigeria.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is reasonably comprehensive but needs improvements:

Action

Specific Change

DELETE
Overly detailed recommendations (last 2 sentences).

ADD
Study design, total sample size (n=100), at-risk populations.

FIX
Data inconsistency (Trichuris percentage), grammatical errors.

SHORTEN
Opening sentence for conciseness.

REVISE
Conclusion to be more concise and impactful.

Suggested revised abstract:

Soil-transmitted helminths pose significant public health threats, particularly in agricultural communities with poor sanitation. This cross-sectional study assessed soil contamination and public health risk among farmers and residents in Tombia, Bayelsa State, Nigeria. One hundred soil samples were collected from ten locations within the community using a soil auger and analyzed using the formol-ether sedimentation technique. Overall, 57.0% of samples were contaminated with helminth eggs. Contamination varied significantly by location (P = 0.05), with the highest prevalence in location 10 (16.4%) and lowest in location 5 (2.9%). Three helminth species were identified: Ascaris species (62.7%), Hookworm (31.3%), and Trichuris species (5.9%). The high contamination rate indicates substantial transmission risk for residents, particularly farmers and children who have frequent soil contact. These findings highlight the urgent need for improved sanitation infrastructure, community health education programs, and targeted deworming interventions in Tombia.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is generally scientifically correct, with minor issues.

Minor scientific issues to address:

1. Data inconsistency: Trichuris percentage varies between abstract (5.7%) and results/discussion (5.9%) - needs correction​

2. Methodological gap: No mention of quality control measures, duplicate samples, or negative controls in laboratory analysis​

3. Limited discussion of confounding factors: Does not address soil type, pH, moisture, or seasonal variations that affect helminth egg survival​.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Overall recommendation:

The reference list is adequate in quantity but needs updating for currency. Add 5-7 references from 2023-2025, particularly WHO guidelines, recent Nigerian studies, and contemporary methodological papers. This will strengthen the manuscript's relevance and demonstrate awareness of current literature in soil-transmitted helminth research.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript requires professional English language editing before it meets publication standards. 
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