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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	It provides prospective evidence from an African population, addressing a major geographic and ethnic gap in diabetic macular edema (DME) research.

This clarifies the limited contralateral anatomical and functional effects of unilateral intravitreal bevacizumab, helping resolve varying findings in existing literature.

It demonstrates the important influence of systemic comorbidities (hypertension, renal function, glycemic and lipid control) on treatment response beyond local ocular factors.

It supports the need for integrated systemic and ocular management in DME, informing clinical practice and future research design.
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	The manuscript is clear, well-organized, and offers meaningful insights into how a single bevacizumab injection in one eye may affect the other eye in patients with bilateral DME, particularly in an African population that is not often studied.
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