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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses an important and timely issue concerning the relationship between traditional housing layouts and security challenges in rapidly urbanizing regions of Nigeria. By focusing on historically rooted settlements in Abeokuta, the study contributes empirical evidence to a research area that has often prioritized planned or modern urban neighborhoods. The integration of spatial analysis techniques with housing-security discourse enhances the relevance of the study for scholars in geography, urban planning, architecture, and environmental studies. The work also aligns with broader discussions on sustainable urban development and community safety in the Global South.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title reflects the core focus of the study and is generally appropriate. However, minor grammatical refinement would improve clarity and professionalism. A revised version could be:

“Spatial Analysis of Traditional Housing Patterns and Their Implications for Security in Abeokuta South and Abeokuta North Local Government Areas, Ogun State, Nigeria.”

This adjustment improves precision and academic tone without altering the meaning.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract successfully outlines the research problem, methodology, study area, and key findings. Nonetheless, the following improvements are recommended:

· Clearly state the total number of sampled buildings.

· Briefly indicate the practical or policy relevance of the findings.

· Improve sentence flow to reduce minor grammatical inconsistencies.

Overall, the abstract is adequate but would benefit from concise refinement.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is methodologically appropriate and scientifically valid. The application of GIS-based Nearest Neighbor Analysis is suitable for examining spatial clustering in housing patterns. Data collection procedures and analytical steps are adequately explained. However, the manuscript would benefit from:

· A clearer explanation of how the selected theories directly inform the analysis and interpretation of results.

· Greater consistency in presenting numerical values, units, and tables.

· Improved coherence between the results and discussion sections, ensuring interpretations are firmly grounded in the presented data.

These issues are correctable and do not compromise the overall scientific integrity of the study.
The conclusion effectively summarizes the main findings and reinforces the relevance of housing patterns in shaping security outcomes. Nevertheless:

· Some recommendations extend beyond what is directly supported by the data.

· The conclusion could be more concise and focused on evidence-based outcomes.

Refining this section would enhance the manuscript’s overall impact.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is extensive and includes both foundational and recent sources. The inclusion of contemporary literature strengthens the manuscript. However:

· There is noticeable repetition of certain authors within short sections.

· A small number of references appear weakly connected to the central theme.

Selective refinement would improve relevance and balance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is readable but requires moderate language editing. Issues include:

· Grammatical inconsistencies

· Long and complex sentences

· Occasional informal expressions

Professional copyediting would significantly improve clarity and scholarly tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The results are clearly presented and supported by spatial analysis outputs. The identification of clustered housing patterns is well substantiated. The discussion appropriately links these patterns to security concerns; however:
· The discussion could be strengthened by deeper engagement with comparable studies from similar socio-cultural contexts.
· Some interpretative claims would benefit from clearer justification or supporting references.
· The implications for planning practice and community-level interventions should be more explicitly articulated.
Strengths:

· Relevant research topic

· Appropriate use of GIS spatial analysis

· Strong contextual grounding in traditional settlements

Areas for Improvement:

· Language and presentation

· Stronger theory–results integration

Streamlining of discussion and references
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical concerns are identified.
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