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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant to the scientific community as it delivers quantitative, site-specific insights into the combined effects of soil properties, topography, and land-use practices on soil erosion within a mountainous and data-limited environment. Through the integration of long-term climatic data with GIS-based erosion modeling, the study advances understanding of erosion dynamics in highland watersheds of southern Africa, a region that remains relatively underrepresented in erosion research. The results help strengthen the application of erosion models such as the USLE under complex terrain conditions. In addition, the findings provide valuable guidance for sustainable land management, conservation planning, and policy formulation aimed at mitigating land degradation and improving agricultural resilience.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, for the title is generally suitable an academic research article.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract tackles a highly relevant research issue and incorporates quantitative findings, which is a notable strength. Nevertheless, methodological inconsistencies, structural limitations, and imprecise terminology detract from its overall quality and limit its readiness for publication. As currently written, the abstract resembles a methodological outline rather than a coherent and integrative research narrative..
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, applying a well-established USLE-GIS approach to assess the effects of soil properties, topography, and land use on erosion. The methodology and data use are appropriate, and the conclusions are generally supported by the results. Minor clarifications are needed, particularly regarding the study design (which should reflect spatial modeling rather than a factorial experiment) and the use of terms like “significant” unless statistically verified. With these adjustments, the study is suitable for contribution to the scientific literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript presents a comprehensive set of references, encompassing both foundational works on soil erosion (e.g., Wischmeier & Smith, 1978; Arnoldus, 1977) and recent studies (2023–2025) focusing on USLE/RUSLE applications, GIS-based erosion modeling, and land use effects. This indicates that the authors are well-informed about both classic and current research in soil erosion and watershed management. Several references are regionally relevant, including studies from Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Brazil, which provide useful context for the Lesotho case study.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	the language and English quality of the article are generally understandable and acceptable, but they require some refinement for scholarly publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript tackles a relevant and timely topic, offering valuable insights into the effects of soil properties, topography, and land use on erosion in a mountainous watershed in Lesotho. By combining field data, long-term climatic records, and GIS-based USLE modeling, the study makes a meaningful scientific contribution. However, improvements in abstract clarity, manuscript structure, and language quality are needed. While the references are mostly adequate and recent, including more region-specific studies could strengthen the contextual relevance. Overall, the manuscript has strong potential but requires revisions to enhance clarity and presentation.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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