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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	A good initial study for understanding the effects of various factors affecting soil loss in an agriculturally significant location. The study helps in understanding the erosion dynamics in Lesotho and provides quantitative evidence that LULC management accounts for 90% of the difference in soil loss between land use types. The localized USLE assessment identifies specific high-risk areas (back-slopes and summits of cultivated land) requiring targeted intervention, offering actionable spatial planning data that is rarely available for small-scale watersheds in developing countries. The study's integration of topographic position analysis with land use assessment provides a methodological framework applicable to similar data-limited, erosion-prone environments across sub-Saharan Africa.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggested to use something on the lines of “Quantifying the influence of (variables) on Soil Loss ..”  instead of  “Impact of .. Characteristics” to make it more clear that it is a quantitative analysis. Can also mention that it is a USLE-GIS assessment
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive. A few pointers:

1. Currently states "2024/2025 growing season" but should specify this is a single-season spatial assessment using 40 years of historical rainfall data, not a multi-year change detection study.
2. 2-factorial, randomized complete block design. A little unclear in the actual implementation of the methodology
3. Can mention a bit on the conservation practice factor
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript looks mostly correct. A few corrections/ clarification areas:

1. Units inconsistency - K-factor units are inconsistently presented (sometimes as "Mg ha⁻¹ yr⁻¹" instead of "Mg h MJ⁻¹ mm⁻¹"). 

2. Table headings need standardization.

3. Discussion of tolerable soil loss thresholds (mentioned briefly as 5-11 Mg ha⁻¹ yr⁻¹) deserves expansion
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and reasonably recent (weighted toward 2020-2025)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	1. "long-term fallow" vs "long time Fallow" (Table 3)

2. "topo-sequence" vs "topographic position" used interchangeably
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Avoid strong verbs such as “must” or “should” when providing suggestions.
2. Consider adding a statement about future validation needs. The study provides model predictions without any field validation measurements
3. Single-season sampling may not capture inter-annual variability. The 40-year rainfall dataset is excellent, but soil conditions and land use are only characterized for one season.
4. As a future work, can consider vegetation indices to calculate the Land Use factor
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