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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper provides the scientific community with a reliable, quantitative tool for evaluating educational attainment at the state level. The UNDP dimension index technique is applied to NFHS-V data to produce a composite educational index that goes beyond simple measures to provide a nuanced picture of advancement.
	The paper highlights the inequalities in the education attainment across the States and Union Territories in India. The lagging States may follow the best practices, policies and programmes of the fairly progressing States and UTs.

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	This title is suitable for the research, so no need to alternate.
	Okay

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Future policy research can benefit greatly from this rigorous methodology, which enables researchers to examine the efficacy of various regional methods and create focused interventions to lessen interstate educational gaps.
	Okay

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	The significance of this paper is that it offers the scientific community a reliable, repeatable composite index that uses the UNDP dimension approach to precisely measure and map educational gaps across Indian states for well-informed policy action.
	Okay

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, references are sufficient. In particular, the most recent UNDP Human Development Reports and the official NFHS-V (2019–21) report are needed for methodological validation and up-to-date comparative data.
	Okay

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is suitable for scholarly communications.
	Okay

	Optional/General comments


	This is optional. For accurately identifying states that need focused efforts to eliminate major inter-state educational disparities, particularly the observed North-South divide, this study offers policymakers vital, actionable intelligence.
I recommend highlighting how crucial it is to use this composite index for ongoing monitoring and replication in order to measure the success of new educational initiatives and the long-term closing of regional gaps.
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