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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript contributes to the scientific community by providing empirical evidence on how Farmer Producer Organizations function as institutional intermediaries within agribusiness ecosystems. It advances understanding of ecosystem-based approaches to agricultural entrepreneurship by integrating socio-economic, production, and institutional variables. The findings are particularly valuable for policymakers, researchers, and development practitioners working on smallholder commercialization, collective action, and rural entrepreneurship. The study also strengthens the empirical base for neo-institutional perspectives in agricultural development.

The manuscript addresses an important and policy-relevant issue in Indian agriculture by examining the role of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) in strengthening business ecosystem functions for entrepreneurial growth. The study is empirically grounded, methodologically sound, and uses appropriate statistical tools such as correlation, multiple regression, stepwise regression, and path analysis. The findings contribute meaningful insights into how income, productivity, family labour, and surplus commercialization shape FPO-led agribusiness ecosystems. Overall, the manuscript is well-structured and contributes to the existing literature on institutional economics and agribusiness development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is appropriate, precise, and clearly reflects the objectives, scope, and geographical context of the study.
(No alternative title suggested.)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured. It clearly presents the background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and policy implications. No major additions or deletions are required. However, the authors may consider briefly highlighting the most influential variables (income, family labour, and crop diversity) in the findings section of the abstract for enhanced clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.

	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design, sampling procedure, variable selection, and statistical analyses are appropriate and correctly applied. Interpretations of correlation, regression, and path analysis results are logical and supported by existing literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.

	The references are adequate, relevant, and include recent studies up to 2025. The manuscript draws from well-recognized journals and authoritative sources. No additional references are strictly necessary, though inclusion of one or two recent global studies on agribusiness ecosystems could further strengthen the international relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the language is clear, formal, and appropriate for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical polishing could be done at the copy-editing stage, but no major language revision is required.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript is well-organized with clear tables and logical flow between sections. The discussion effectively integrates empirical findings with theoretical perspectives. The study has strong policy relevance, particularly for strengthening FPO governance and market integration strategies.


Minor suggestions related to abstract emphasis and possible international contextualization.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	No ethical issues were identified. The study involves primary data collection from farmers, and no sensitive or personal identifiers are disclosed.
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