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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it presents a value-addition approach for dragon fruit (red-fleshed), an underutilized yet nutritionally rich tropical fruit with high antioxidant potential. The study provides scientific insight into the feasibility of tray drying for developing fruit leather  with acceptable quality attributes, contributing to knowledge on low-cost and scalable dehydration technologies. Moreover, it also addresses the issue of food waste valorisation by incorporating fruit peel into the leather.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Mention use of red dragon fruit peel in title as it is the main component of this research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is comprehensive yet it needs some grammatical corrections and proof reading. For example, in first line “study was carried out to standardize and optimize…..” should be “ study was carried out to standardize and optimize…”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct in terms of objectives, methodology, and results. However, it would be better to mention details of tray dryer used in experimental plan for reproducibility.
Similarly, the underlying mechanisms for change in quality parameters of leather could be mentioned in results and discussion for better understanding of readers
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Citation is missing for the methodology used in determination of vitamin C. Following reference may be added here: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17490425
Similarly, more citations should be given in results and discussion section to compare the results of present study with literature and to elucidate the underlying mechanisms of changes in quality characteristics of the product.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language of article should be improved with proof reading, language polishing and spellings and grammar check before publication especially in results and discussion section. For example a phrase “similar results may be obtained by…..” is repetitively used in results and discussion which is grammatically incorrect and should be rephrased.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Details of reagents used in determination of vitamin C and protein content should also be given
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