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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides important information on the dissipation and persistence of topramezone in contrasting tropical soils, where such data are limited. It clarifies the influence of soil properties on degradation kinetics of HPPD-inhibiting herbicides. The findings support improved assessment of carryover and leaching risks in maize-based systems. Overall, the work contributes to safer and more sustainable herbicide management under tropical conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Moisture regimes are mentioned in the Introduction but not clearly reported in the Abstract or Results.

· Units such as µg 10 g⁻¹ may confuse readers; consistency with mg kg⁻¹ is recommended.

· The abstract mentions leaching risk interpretation, but GUS index values are not actually presented in the results.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· Internal inconsistencies (120 vs. 135 days incubation) must be resolved.

· Mention of two moisture regimes without presenting corresponding data weakens scientific completeness.

· Table 2 incorrectly names another herbicide, which is a serious technical error.

· Leaching risk is discussed without explicit GUS index calculations, making conclusions partly inferential.

· Unit presentation (µg/10 g vs mg/kg) lacks standardization.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· Some references are dated (pre-2015) or general reviews rather than region/environment-specific empirical studies.

· The list lacks recent (last 5 years) research on topramezone fate in soils under tropical climate/agronomic conditions.
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	Minor revision required
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