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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the scientific and engineering community by addressing a critical gap in the mechanization of chilli post-harvest processing, particularly the labor-intensive and health-hazardous destalking operation by systematically linking the engineering properties of dry chilli with machine design, fabrication, and performance evaluation, the study provides a scientific basis for developing efficient, crop-specific processing machinery.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is generally appropriate, but it is somewhat broad and does not fully reflect the engineering analysis, performance evaluation, and optimization aspects that form a major strength of the manuscript. I would rather suggest “Development and Evaluation of a Mechanized Destalking System for Dry Chilli Processing”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well structured, as it clearly presents the background problem, the objective of the study, the machine configuration, and key performance results. However, a few minor improvements would enhance its clarity. 
While the motivation is clear, the abstract would benefit from a single, explicit sentence stating the main objective (e.g., “This study aimed to design, develop, and evaluate…”).

Additionally, the abstract reports optimal operating conditions and desirability but does not indicate how these were obtained. A short phrase such as “using controlled performance evaluation under varying operating parameters” would improve scientific clarity.

Lastly, the abstract reports 6.2 kWh energy consumption, whereas the results section reports 0.62 kWh. This discrepancy should be corrected for consistency and credibility.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct in principle. Identified issues should be reviewed for consistency. For instance, motor power inconsistency (1.0hp and 1.5hp).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The citation list appears adequate in number and covers the key foundational works in agricultural machinery design, engineering properties of agricultural products, and chilli processing. However, the currency of the references is a concern—many are relatively old, and there is limited engagement with recent research (past 5–7 years) on mechanized chilli processing, optimization methods in agricultural engineering, and advances in small-scale processing machines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is suitable for scholarly communication, but it is not yet at a publication-polished level. A careful round of professional copy-editing or language revision is recommended
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