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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Groundnut is an important food crop in sub-Saharan Africa, and phosphorus deficiency is a major constraint in many tropical soils. Therefore, generating location-specific fertilizer recommendations contributes to improved crop productivity. The findings can help farmers and extension workers refine fertilizer management, which can enhance profitability and resource use efficiency. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggest a concise title as follows:

“Optimizing phosphate fertilizer management for groundnut production in Makurdi, Nigeria”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Too much methodological detail is mentioned in abstract that is usually not required in an abstract. The results section could be more concise and quantitative. The conclusion should more clearly emphasize the practical implication.

Suggested improvements:

Remove detailed soil sampling and experimental design descriptions.

Add specific numerical yield increases for clarity.

Add a clear concluding sentence linking findings to practice.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is generally valid and scientifically acceptable, but the following issues exist:
Inconsistencies in fertilizer treatment description:

Some tables contain formatting errors. Recheck all tables.

Some yield values have inconsistencies between text and tables.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Include more recent references with current research outputs. Recommend including more current literature on:

Phosphorus use efficiency in legumes, groundnut nutrient management in West Africa and recent fertilizer optimization studies (2018–2025).


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Acceptable and needs improvement.
Some sentences are overly long and could be simplified.

Issues with capitalization and formatting.

A moderate language edit is recommended to improve clarity and professionalism.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Publishable after revisions
Inconsistencies in methodology (fertilizer rates: abstract lists 5 rates; methods list 4), Typographical and formatting errors (table inconsistencies), Duplicate and outdated references; insufficient recent citations, English grammar and clarity need improvement, Abstract contains unnecessary details and needs restructuring.
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