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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses voluntary blood donation behavior in developing countries, an important public health topic that remains under-studied in many settings. Improving voluntary, non-remunerated blood donation is central to maintaining an adequate and safe blood supply. The topic is timely and potentially impactful, depending on the rigor of the methods and clarity of reporting.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The conclusion in the abstract should be revised to focus on the study’s specific findings and their implications, rather than remaining general.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	In the abstract, consider replacing the term “animal” with “human,” as the study relates to human subjects. In the study design section, please provide additional methodological details beyond stating that the study is retrospective. In the keywords, remove “dearth” since it is not a MeSH term, and consider adding the country name “Nigeria.”

In the study design section, please specify the study type more precisely. Based on the methodology described (data extracted from blood donor registers), it appears to be a retrospective, register-based cross-sectional study.

In the discussion section, please correct the spelling of “refered” to “referred.” Additionally, you stated that “This group of blood donors accounted for more than 50% of the blood donors recruited.” It would be stronger to report the exact proportion (72%), as this improves clarity and better supports the argument.

You also wrote: “This could imply that little has been achieved in changing the narrative 18 years later.” However, the study you cited was published in 2015, so the “18 years later” statement appears inconsistent and should be corrected (please revise the time interval to match the cited publication year).

Finally, you stated: “which includes North-Central, South-West, South-East, and South-South.” Please clarify what is meant by “South-South,” and ensure it aligns with Nigeria’s recognized geopolitical or administrative divisions.

References: Please revise the in-text citations to match the journal’s required format, which is (Author, Year) rather than numeric citations in square brackets [#]. In addition, ensure that all entries in the reference list fully comply with the journal’s referencing style and include an active online link/DOI where available.
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