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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This study contributes to the understanding of psychosocial well-being and quality of life in adolescents by examining anxiety, depression, and self-esteem in individuals with cleft lip and palate scars using standardized and validated instruments. By incorporating a gender-based analysis, the research identifies female gender as an important determinant of psychosocial vulnerability during adolescence.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is appropriate and clearly reflects the study population, outcomes assessed, and the gender-based analytical approach.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes, the abstract adequately summarizes the aim, methodology, main findings, and conclusions of the study. No additions or deletions are required.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The study design, sample size calculation, use of standardized and validated questionnaires, and statistical analyses are appropriate and correctly conducted. The conclusions are supported by the results and relevant literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the reference list is comprehensive, relevant, and includes recent studies, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses that appropriately contextualize the findings.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the manuscript is written in clear and professional academic English suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments
	Some limitations of this study should be acknowledged. First, the cross-sectional design precludes causal inferences regarding the relationships between cleft lip and palate status, gender, and psychosocial outcomes. Second, adolescents with cleft lip and palate were recruited from a single regional referral center, which may limit the generalizability of the findings to other sociocultural contexts. Third, psychosocial variables were assessed exclusively through self-reported questionnaires, which may be subject to reporting bias. Additionally, although the sample size was adequate for the primary analyses, subgroup analyses by age and gender were exploratory and involved smaller samples, potentially reducing statistical power. Future studies with longitudinal designs, multi-center recruitment, and inclusion of caregiver or clinician assessments may further clarify the role of family and contextual factors in adolescent psychosocial well-being.
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