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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Soy products are increasingly consumed as an alternative to animal milk, making their microbiological quality studies important, especially in the local context of the study area. However, the discussion does not sufficiently link the results to similar studies in other research locations or regions, and there is little connection to the current international literature on the microbiology of plant-based dairy products. Similar studies on the microbiological quality of soy milk and yogurt have been conducted in various countries.

Therefore, this manuscript is primarily a confirmatory study.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title reflects the three main elements discussed in the manuscript: the object of study: soy-based products, the focus of analysis: microbiological quality, and the location of the study. The title uses the general term "soy-based products," while the research content only covers two specific products: soy milk and soy yogurt. To increase scientific precision, the title can be narrowed down to better represent the scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The manuscript's abstract conforms to the basic structure of a scientific abstract and includes the expected main components, namely: Brief background

Explains the importance of soybeans as a food ingredient and the potential risk of microbiological contamination during processing.

The research objective is clearly stated: to evaluate the microbiological quality of produced soy milk and soy yogurt. The main method and main results are included. A general conclusion stating that the product is safe for consumption based on the tested microbiological parameters is provided.

Therefore, in terms of its conformity with the manuscript's content and title, the abstract is relevant and consistent. Suggestion: Add a brief phrase about the sampling context to increase methodological transparency.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	In principle, this manuscript is scientifically sound because:

The research topic is relevant to food safety and food microbiology. The research objectives are clear and testable. The analyzed microbiological parameters comply with the evaluation standards for fermented and non-fermented plant-based milk products. The methods mentioned refer to standard microbiological methods and are therefore conceptually acceptable. However, because the total sample size was only 10 (5 soy milk and 5 yogurt), this number is too limited to draw general conclusions regarding soy-based products, and should be limited to a preliminary study, not a broad generalization.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Quantitatively, the number of references is quite large and includes literature on soybeans and their derivatives (soy milk, soy yogurt), and previous studies on the microbiological safety of soy-based products.

Therefore, the number and scope of references are sufficient to support the research objectives.

However, qualitatively, there are several weaknesses, as references are conceptually relevant but inadequate as primary references for issues such as current food safety and the microbiology of modern plant-based products.

Therefore, it is necessary to add literature from the last 5–7 years (2018–2025) from reputable journals.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English of this article is understandable, although it would be better if revised for a reputable international journal. The article is readable, but requires language refinement. There are no significant errors in the use of scientific terminology. Many sentences are too long and repetitive. The writing style is descriptive and narrative, but not yet fully analytical and concise. Therefore, the substance is understandable and has potential for improvement.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript addresses the relevant topic of the microbiological quality of locally produced soy-based products, thus having important practical and public health value.

The interpretation of the results, particularly in drawing conclusions regarding the safety of product consumption, should be approached with caution due to the limitations of the sample size and the microbiological parameters analyzed.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No serious or fatal research ethics violations were found. This study did not directly involve humans or animals; therefore, formal ethical clearance from a human/animal ethics committee was not required.
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