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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly important for the scientific community as it provides a detailed, evidence-based analysis of the Garcinia kola value chain in a specific and understudied region of Cameroon, filling a critical knowledge gap in non-timber forest product (NTFP) research. The study’s mixed-methods approach, comprehensive data collection, and clear presentation of findings offer valuable insights into the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of bitter kola production and trade, which can inform policy, conservation efforts, and livelihood interventions in similar contexts. The recommendations derived from the analysis are practical and actionable, supporting sustainable development and improved rural incomes in West and Central Africa.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable as it clearly identifies the subject (Garcinia kola), the focus (value chain analysis), and the specific location (Kumba, Meme Division, Southwest Region, Cameroon). It is concise and informative, making it easy for readers to understand the scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the study’s objectives, methodology, key findings, and recommendations. However, it could benefit from briefly mentioning the mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative) used, as this strengthens the credibility of the findings. Additionally, a sentence on the policy implications or broader relevance for sustainable NTFP management could further enhance its impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. The research design, data collection methods, and analytical techniques are appropriate for a value chain analysis. The use of descriptive and inferential statistics, cost-benefit analysis, and thematic analysis of qualitative data demonstrates rigor. The findings are supported by the data presented and are consistent with existing literature on NTFP value chains in Cameroon and West Africa.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent, covering key works on Garcinia kola, NTFPs, value chain analysis, and related socio-economic and ecological issues. Additional references could include recent studies on the economic impact of NTFPs in Central Africa, such as those by Ingram et al. (2022) and Awono et al. (2023), to further contextualize the findings within the latest research trends.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communications. The manuscript is well-written, clear, and accessible, making it appropriate for both academic and policy audiences. There are no major grammatical or stylistic issues that detract from its readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this manuscript is a valuable contribution to the literature on NTFP value chains in Cameroon. The detailed analysis and practical recommendations make it a useful resource for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners working in the fields of agribusiness, agricultural economics, and rural development. The study’s focus on a specific region and product adds depth and context, enhancing its relevance and impact.

This manuscript is of high quality and suitable for publication with minor revision. The research is rigorous, the findings are well-supported, and the recommendations are practical and relevant for the scientific community.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no apparent ethical issues in this manuscript. The study clearly describes its research design, data collection methods, and stakeholder involvement, and there is no evidence of harm to participants or violation of research ethics standards. The authors appear to have obtained informed consent and respected the privacy of respondents, which is standard practice in social science research.
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