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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is very detailed in methodology and is scientifically and technically robust. It highlights the issue of food safety and food security for the teeming population in Africa, not just Nigeria. The findings will enlighten farmers as well as government authorities on mitigation strategies against fungal proliferation in farms.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	“Average fungal growth rates ranged from 1.3 ± 0.06 to 4.5 ± 0.21 cm/week, with CoA Farm exhibiting the highest contamination levels.”

The statement above is in the abstract.

There is no reference to CoA farms in the methodology as a sample location but it is mentioned in the abstract. The author should clarify what CoA farm stands for.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, with very detailed methodology: Isolation, morphological and molecular identification of isolates and interpretation of results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most references are recent.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The introduction should be more concise. It is a bit lengthy and the discussion on social implications of fungal contamination of agricultural produce (such as food security and achieving sustainable development goals (SDG)) are more than the implications for public health. The author should summarise and make it more science-oriented.

Line 61-64: The sentence is too long. Consider rephrasing.

Line 80: The culture media used were, not are.

Line 113: Septate and non-septate. Kindly correct.

Lines 230/231: No need for accession numbers to be listed in the body of the work since they are already in the table.

References: 

Lines 350 / 366: Journal name not in italics and not consistent with APA 7 (colon in use for volume and page numbers).

Line 355: Journal name abbreviated, not written in full. Authors should follow a single pattern in writing the references.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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