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	Cowpea (Vigna unguiculata L.) is a highly valued leguminous crop grown extensively across tropical and subtropical regions of the world. It is cultivated for its multipurpose use as a vegetable, pulse, fodder, and green manure crop. In India, cowpea is an integral part of traditional farming systems, particularly in dryland and rainfed areas, due to its ability to fix atmospheric nitrogen, improve soil fertility, and provide nutritious food for humans and livestock. Popillia cyanea Hope, 1831 is a metallic-green scarab beetle widely distributed throughout India and adjoining Southeast Asian countries. The present investigation has recorded, for the first time, the occurrence of Popillia cyanea feeding on cowpea in Uttarakhand, India. This new host association not only broadens the known host range of the species but also signifies its potential as an emerging pest of economic importance in pulse-based cropping systems. The increasing adaptability of P. cyanea to new hosts highlights the need for systematic monitoring, accurate identification, and the development of eco-friendly management strategies to prevent possible outbreaks in the near future.
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