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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript advances the scientific understanding of integrated nutrient management by demonstrating how microbial consortium–enriched vermicompost combined with reduced mineral fertilizer inputs can optimize yield, fruit quality, and soil health in papaya grown under lateritic soil conditions. The findings provide a reproducible, region-specific framework for improving nutrient-use efficiency in tropical fruit systems and inform future research on sustainable soil–plant–microbe interactions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	-
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
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	Optional/General comments


	1. Abstract:

i) Add on clause explaining why lateritic soils are challenging. Justify why INM is critical in this context. Line No. 8-10.
ii) Avoid treatment numbers in abstract. Line No. 14.
iii) Reduce excessive numerical reporting, keep only 2-3 key indicators. Line No. 16-17.
2. Introduction:
i) Reduce the introduction. Merge overlapping discussions on INM benefits, microbial action, and sustainability.
ii) Remove or soften claims not measured in your study, like ‘carbon footprint’, ‘cost-effective’. Line No. 95-96.

iii) Claims of eco-friendliness and profitability are not supported here: either justify them with measured variables or reframe them as ‘potential implications’. Line No. 127-128.

3. Materials and Methods:

i) Remove citation-based justification here. Materials and methods should describe, not argue. Line No. 140, 164.

ii)  You mention the PGPR Mix-1 but never explain why this consortium was chosen.

iii) Remove these expectation-based statements entirely. Methods should be neutral, not prediction or interpretation-based. Line No. 161-168.

iv) Formula repeated. Line No. 194.

v) Remove citations. Line No. 196-197, 205-206, 215-216, 226-227.

vi) Software usage is unclear in the hierarchy. Specify which analysis was done in which software. Line No. 232-233.

vii) 2.8 part is misplaced. Remove it for structural clarity.

4. Results:

Include SEm and CD values in all tables.

5. Conclusion:

i) Make it concise, focused, and interpretive-not expansive.
ii) Rephrase to ‘indicated potential improvements’. Long-term sustainability cannot be conclusively stated from a two-year study. Line No. 368
iii) No cost-benefit or economic analysis was presented. So, either remove or qualify as ‘potentially economically viable’. Line No. 375

iv) Add one sentence on future work (e.g., multi-location trials or economic analysis)
· Make sure all font style and size same in whole MS.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

NA


	


Reviewer details:

Srijan Samanta, Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, India

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


