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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community as it provides a comprehensive assessment of genetic variability, trait associations, and genetic divergence in aromatic rice germplasm under the agro-climatic conditions of the central plains of Uttar Pradesh. The integration of variability parameters, correlation, path coefficient, and multivariate divergence analyses offers valuable insights into key yield-determining traits and their direct and indirect effects on grain yield. Identification of genetically diverse and high-performing parental lines contributes practical guidance for aromatic rice breeding and hybridization programs. The findings serve as a useful reference for plant breeders and geneticists aiming to enhance yield potential and regional adaptability of aromatic rice.
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	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct, as it follows well-established experimental designs and statistical methods commonly used in rice genetics and plant breeding research. The analyses of variability, correlation, path coefficient, and genetic divergence are appropriately applied and correctly interpreted. The results and conclusions are logically consistent and well supported by the data, indicating sound scientific rigor.
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	The references cited in the manuscript are sufficient, relevant, and largely recent, with a good balance of classical and contemporary literature. The inclusion of several studies published between 2021 and 2025, along with authoritative sources such as FAO reports, strengthens the scientific credibility of the work. The references adequately support the methodologies used (variability, correlation, path analysis, and genetic divergence) as well as the discussion of results.
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